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damages house

AASU opposes move to
hand over oilfields to pvt cos

Court mulls moving Netanyahu
trial to new location

WHO warning
BANGKOK, May 26: As

Brazil and India struggle
with surging coronavirus
cases, WHO executive
director Dr Mike Ryan has
warned that the world is still
smack in the middle of the
pandemic, dampening hopes
for a speedy global economic
rebound and renewed
international travel. – AP

nnnnn Also see page 2

Re-arrest
NEW DELHI, May 26:

The Delhi Police today re-
arrested the two JNU
students – Devangana
Kalita and Natasha Narwal,
this time under strict
provisions of various
criminal laws. They were
granted bail when they
were arrested earlier on
Saturday. – Spl
Correspondent

UK minister
LONDON, May 26: A

junior minister in Boris
Johnson’s Cabinet resigned
from his post on Tuesday in
protest against the UK
Prime Minister’s support of
his top aide, Dominic
Cummings, over a
perceived breach of the
strict stay-at-home COVID-
19 lockdown rules. – PTI

nnnnn Also see page 2

Sharjeel plea
NEW DELHI, May 26:

The Supreme Court today
sought replies from Uttar
Pradesh, Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur on a
plea by JNU student and
anti-CAA activist Sharjeel
Imam seeking clubbing of
multiple FIRs levelling
sedition charges against
him. – PTI

KALYAN BAROOAH

NEW DELHI, May 26: Calling for

efficient handholding, a key report has

recommended that the government

through the Ministry of Information

and Broadcasting should direct all

other ministries, Directorate of Ad-

vertising and Visual Publicity, auton-

omous bodies, public sector under-

takings and state governments to

clear all outstanding payments – a sig-

nificantly large amount – to the me-

dia sector without any further delay.

The 48-page report titled ‘Outlook

of Media and Entertainment Indus-

try in the COVID Scenario’ that has

been brought out by the PHD Cham-

ber of Commerce and Industry has

predicted that print media will see a

cut-throat competition in the new fu-

ture post the COVID-19 crisis, lead-

ing to the survival of the fittest. It has

Plea to clear outstanding ad dues to media sector
suggested several measures to pull

out the media from the crisis by us-

ing advertising as a tool to make In-

dia a ‘Covid-free nation’.

Knowing that the government

has a significantly large allocation

for the advertising budget, it should

make a conscious effort towards en-

suring that the same is utilised in

the respective financial year, the

report suggested. “This will ensure

that the government receives its

due credit by publicising the numer-

ous effective and efficient reforms

and initiatives undertaken by the

government towards nation build-

ing,” the report said.

The effective utilisation of the

budget allocation towards advertis-

ing by the government will also en-

sure that the media and entertain-

ment industry keep sailing with in-

flows towards advertising, one of the

major contributors to the industry’s

revenue, it said.

The report recommended that cor-

porates and industry stakeholders

should also make a conscious effort

to reach to their customers and end

users through effective advertising in

these times of COVID-19 crisis. “It

is the connectivity with the consum-

ers in these trying times of crises

which will be remembered and will

go a long way in adding value to a

corporates business,” the report said.

The government’s initiative will

provide the much needed relief to the

media and entertainment industry,

which has played a pivotal role in cre-

ating jobs and spreading awareness

during the crises of COVID-19, and

yet has been grappling with cash

crunch and are unable to pay the sal-

aries to their employees, who have

been the frontline warriors, the re-

port said.

The report said COVID-19 has

impacted the newspaper industry

adversely. “A lot of people (over 50

per cent) have refused to take news-

papers inside their houses fearing

spread of the virus through the news-

paper. Many have told the newspa-

per delivery boys to stop delivery of

the newspaper to their house,” the

report said.

PHDCCI report calls for
efficient govt handholding

RITURAJ BORTHAKUR

GUWAHATI, May 26:

The organised manufactur-

ing sector in the State has

resumed operations in full

capacity, and there is no re-

port of any job loss in the sec-

tor or issues like migration

of workers from here so far,

industry officials said citing

field reports.

“During the lockdown, As-

sam with a small number of

migrant workers did not

bear the impact of large scale

immigration of migrant

workers as most of the work-

ers working in the manufac-

turing segment were local

workers,” the officials told

The Assam Tribune.

“The handful of very skilled

supervisory level migrant

workmen in the industries

like Britannia Industries Lim-

ited, Marico Limited, Sun

Pharma Ltd, Ajanta Pharma

Ltd, ITC Ltd, Patanjali Indus-

tries, Dabur Ltd, Emami Ltd,

Hindustan Unilever Ltd, etc.,

were comfortably living in

rented accommodations near-

by the industrial installations

and could manage to pass the

initial period of the COVID-

19 pandemic-related national

lockdown along with their lo-

cal co-workers,” they said.

Following partial relaxation

of the lockdown, the workers

could join their duties. This has

resulted in the manufacturing

sector in Assam to smoothly

resume production without

being hampered by the dearth

of skilled workforce.

The situation is otherwise

in the major manufacturing

states like Gujarat and Ma-

harashtra where the bulk of

the workforce comprised

migrant workers, most of

whom were left out in the

cold without payment of wag-

es as soon as the lockdown

started and soon had to fend

for themselves and were

mostly gone by the time pro-

duction was allowed to

resume.

No migration of industrial
workers from Assam
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WORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLD
Confirmed cases 5,631,786

Cured/Discharged 2,399,230

Death 348,964

INDIAINDIAINDIAINDIAINDIA

Confirmed cases 145,354

Cured/Discharged 60,458

Death 4,167

ASSAMASSAMASSAMASSAMASSAM
Confirmed cases 666

Cured/Discharged 62

Death 4

Data as on Tuesday

A woman with her child
arrives at IGI airport for
domestic travel after the
resumption of flight
services, in New Delhi on
Tuesday. – PTI

IMD warns of heavy
rainfall in Assam

SPL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, May 26: A red-colour coded weather alert has

been issued for Assam and Meghalaya from May 26-28, by the

India Meteorological Department (IMD), while the Central Wa-

ter Commission (CWC) has issued a severe flood warning alert.

The IMD on Tuesday predicted very heavy rainfall in these

two North Eastern States. Head of the IMD’s national weather

forecasting centre  Sathi Devi,  said there is a strong flow of

south-westerly winds from the Bay of Bengal, bringing a lot of

moisture to these two states.

Meanwhile, the Central Water Commission (CWC) has is-

sued a severe flood alert for the Brahmaputra river in As-

sam’s Neamatighat and Jia-Bharali in Jorhat and Sonitpur

districts, respectively. .

Meanwhile, the IMD said that the south-westerly winds

will be aided by the orographic factors of these two states that

will bring in very heavy rainfall, she added.

4 repatriation

flights to land

in Guwahati
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26:

Four repatriation flights are

expected to land at the Lok-

priya Gopinath Bordoloi In-

ternational Airport here be-

tween May 27 and June 5.

The flights scheduled to

arrive in the coming days

are from Ukraine, Moscow,

Kuwait and the Philippines,

said Chief Secretary Kumar

Sanjay Krishna.

Talking to The Assam

Tribune, Sanjay Krishna

said the flights would carry

people stranded in those

countries, mostly students.

“It is part of the pan-India

initiative as per which the

flights would be directed to

Guwahati as well,” the Chief

Secretary added.

However, the exact tim-

ing of the flights is still not

known.

Meanwhile, the second

day of resumption of passen-

ger flights saw 13 arrivals

and departures, mainly con-

necting Delhi, Mumbai,

Chennai, Bengaluru, Silchar

and Imphal till this evening.

A total of 1,409 passengers

arrived in Guwahati during

the course of the day, while

724 departed for different

destinations. The frequency

of the flights is likely to in-

crease from tomorrow, sub-

ject to weather conditions.

Govt must spell
out lockdown

reopening: Rahul
NEW DELHI, May 26:

Congress leader Rahul Gan-

dhi on Tuesday said the four

phases of the nationwide

lockdown have “failed” and

not given the results that

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi expected as he urged

the Centre to spell out its

strategy for “opening up”

the country.

Addressing an online

press conference, he ex-

pressed concern that India

is the only country which is

relaxing the lockdown when

the virus is “exponentially

rising”.

He said that if the govern-

ment functions haphazardly

during the non-lockdown pe-

riod, the country will face a

second wave of coronavirus

which will be “extremely

devastating”.

Gandhi further said if

money is not given in the

hands of the poor and small

and medium industry, there

could be “serious economic

damage” in the country as

he sought to know the gov-

ernment’s plan to support

migrants and various states

in fighting the COVID-19

pandemic. – PTI

7 districts of State hit by flood
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26:

Seven districts of the State

are reeling under flood

affecting  two lakh people

even as a red alert was

sounded today for heavy rain

in the districts of Kokrajhar,

Chirang and Baksa.

Dhemaji, Lakhimpur,

Darrang, Nalbari, Goalpara,

Dibrugarh and Tinsukia dis-

tricts were reeling under

the first wave of floods,

according to a bulletin issued

by the Assam State Disas-

ter Management Authority.

Jia Bharali river in Sonitpur

district and Brahmaputra at

Neamatighat in Jorhat were

flowing above the danger

level.

Till Tuesday, a population

of 1,94,916 were hit in 229

villages of 17 revenue cir-

brugarh and two villages in

Lakhimpur district.

A total of 8,971 people are

taking shelter in 35 relief

camps set up by the admin-

istrations of the affected

districts.

Flood waters today

breached the embankment

of Buradia river at Amoni

village of Nalbari district.

Moreover, Subansiri river

has triggered heavy erosion

in Lakhimpur district.

Sonitpur and Nalbari were

also hit by erosion.

A number of roads in Dhe-

maji, Nalbari and Goalpara

districts and a number of

bridges and culverts in

Nalbari, Bongaigaon and

Goalpara district were

damaged in the floods so far.

Moreover, 1,007 hectares

of crop area have been

affected in the floods.

cles in the affected districts.

The affected areas included

140 villages in Goalpara, 26

villages in Nalbari, 19

villages each in Tinsukia and

Dhemaji, six villages in Di-

Positive cases in State reach 666
Govt examining bulk
cases among train

returnees from Chennai

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26: As

the COVID-19 count in As-

sam reached 666 following a

spike over the last few days,

Health Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma today urged the

people of the State to “hold

on” for another 20 days to en-

sure that there is no commu-

nity transmission of the virus.

“We feel that the number

of returnees from outside will

gradually come down after

June 10-15. So we just need

to hold on for another 20 days.

If we can do this, we will be

able to prevent community

transmission,” Sarma told

journalists here.

Around two lakh people

stranded outside the State had

registered with the govern-

ment expressing their willing-

ness to return. Some one lakh

have returned already.

He said during this period,

even if the government is

forced to take certain deci-

sions, like requisition of col-

leges and university hostels,

people should not object.

Meanwhile, the govern-

ment is closely examining

two recent developments –

one is the spike of cases in

Golaghat district and the oth-

er of a bus whose 17 passen-

gers have tested positive in

Lakhimpur district.

Around 120 youths travel-

ling in the Shramik Special

train from Chennai have test-

ed positive. The youths had

got down at Mariani and

thereafter had travelled to

Golaghat where they were

put in quarantine centres.

Over 70 youths from Gola-

ghat alone – all passengers in

that particular train – have test-

ed positive for COVID-19,

triggering speculations that

most of them were infected

during the train journey.

Quarantine guidelines
to be enforced strictly

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26 : The State Cabinet, in view of the

spike of positive cases of novel corona virus, has today de-

cided to enforce the guidelines of quarantine norms strin-

gently while stating that the people coming from outside

will be sent for institutional quarantine, and no home quar-

antine will be allowed.

Further, the State Cabinet also agreed on disbursing Rs

2,000 each to all the 3.61 lakh people of Assam stranded

outside  under ‘Assam Care’ every month from April to

June.

In addition to this, the Ministers in charge of different

districts for the supervision of COVID-19 have been given

charge to oversee management and relief of flood in the

respective districts.

“The decision to provide relief to all the flood victims as

per Relief Manual was also taken and the Deputy Commis-

sioners have been asked to ensure stock of adequate relief

materials and repair of embankments,” informed an official

statement.

The Cabinet also approved allotment of 1176 bigha of land

to Bhoroliporia Kanyan Multi sectorial farm of Jamuguri-

haat. It was also decided to provide financial assistance of Rs

2,000 per month from April to June to exponent of Dhulia

Naam, Oja Pali and Nagara Naam and folk artistes besides

members of the Band party.

Military
top brass
meets PM

NEW DELHI, May 26:
In the midst of escalating
border tension between
Indian and Chinese troops
in eastern Ladakh, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday held a meeting
with National Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval, Chief of
Defence Staff General Bi-
pin Rawat and the three
service chiefs with a focus
on bolstering India’s mili-
tary preparedness to deal
with external security chal-
lenges, government sourc-
es said.

The military brass is learnt

to have apprised Modi about

the evolving situation in east-

ern Ladakh, though officials

maintained that the agenda of

the pre-scheduled meeting

was to discuss the ambitious

military reforms and ways to

boost India’s combat prowess.

The meeting came hours

after the top four generals

briefed Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh about the situ-

ation in Pangong Tso lake,

Galwan Valley, Demchok and

Daulat Beg Oldi where the

Indian and Chinese troops

were engaged in aggressive

posturing for the last 20 days.

People in the military es-

tablishment said the Prime

Minister was briefed about

the situation in Ladakh.

There was no official com-

ment or details available

about the meeting.

Official sources said NSA

Doval has been closely mon-

itoring the evolving situation

along the LAC in Ladakh as

well as in north Sikkim and

Uttarakhand.

“China’s strategy to put

military pressure on India

will not work. We want res-

toration of the status quo

along the LAC,” said an offi-

cial on the condition of ano-

nymity.

In the meeting, the top mili-

tary brass is learnt to have ap-

prised Modi about the imple-

mentation of key infrastructure

projects along the LAC, the de-

facto border with China.

Official sources said India

will not stop infrastructure

development projects in stra-

tegic areas along the nearly

3,500-km Sino-India border,

notwithstanding China’s

well-coordinated efforts to

stall them by attempting to

vitiate the situation in areas

like eastern Ladakh.

Border tension with China
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A country boat ferrying people in a flood-hit area near Chabua in Dibrugarh district on Tuesday. – UB Photos
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Special recruitment drive during

lockdown for retired, educated

housewives, businessmen with

unlimited earning opportunity.

Ph: 7002062205.

SV/P/AC000158/5

Wanted (i) Mobile Technician, (ii)

AC Technician, (iii) TV

Technician - with 1 yr.  experience,

(iv) Driver - Commercial Licence.

Contact: 9678802582.

SV/P/RP000041/2

Convert free time into Money,

join LIC agency at Guwahati.

Phone: 7002805739.

SV/BL000073/1

Vacancy in manpower Agency

& Skill Development MSME

registered firm 1. Telecaller. Call:

9401008092.

SV/P/AC000167/1

Digitally work from home.

Required Businessman, VRS

(Retired), Housewife. 30K

monthly. Ph: 7086060216.

SV/P/AC000165/4

10+ years experienced Tutor

available for Mathematics/

Computer Science/Informatics

Practices (VIII-XII). 94357-

33363.

Tutor/P/AC000070/1

Special home/online Tuition for

Mathematics Class IX, X, XI, XII.

8638602255.

Tuition/P/NP000041/15

Individual/Home Tuition (IX-

XII) Physics (CBSE/ICSE) @

Intellectuals, Beltola Bazar

#97064-95883.

Tuition/P/NC000006/8

Special Home Tuitions : Class-

III-XII (12+ years experienced)

Contact : 60012-71363, 91014-

73029.

Tuition/RP000021/8

Physics, Maths (XI, XII,

Entrance). B.Sc. (Physics), batch-

Adabari. Home Tuition anywhere.

Online 9401538617.

Tuition/P/AC000080/8

One BHK at ground-floor for

family at F.A. Rd, Machkhowa,

Contact- 9886066481/98864-

62010.

TL/P/AC000112/8

3 BED ROOM FOR

BHETAPARA CHARIALI,

RENT- 13000. PHONE NO.:

8134997953.

TL/P/SP000115/1

One parthouse Ganeshguri, RGB

Roadside for Store/Mini Office/

Residence. 9957387738.

TL/P/SP000107/1

Home Nursing Care, Baby

Care. Patients Care. Contact:

8638895299, 86387- 22884.

Nursing/P/AP000019/15

We provide Maid, Patient Care,

Old Age Care, Nurse, Baby Care.

# 6913228667.

Nursing/P/AC000170/1

NOTIFICATION OF
ENGAGEMENT

Small Farmers’ Agribusiness
Consortium (SFAC), Regional
Office, Guwahati a registered
Society & Autonomous body
under the Department of
Agriculture, Cooperation &
Farmers Welfare, Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
Govt. of India, will conduct a
walk in interview rescheduled
on 1st June, 2020 at 11.00 AM
at the Regional, Guwahati for
one Bamboo Plantation
Expert/Resource Person on
short term contract basis for
implementation of Bamboo
Plantation Project at the land
of M/s Ampri Orange Producer
Company Limited, Dimoria,
Kamrup (M), Assam under the
financial support of State
Bamboo Development Agency
(SBDA), Assam under National
Bamboo Mission (NBM) for the
year 2019-20 on following
terms & conditions:- (i) Duty
place-Administrative Office of
Bamboo Plantation Project, C/o
M/s Ampri Orange Producer
Co. Ltd., Dimoria, Kamrup (M),
Assam. (ii) Qualifications- M.Sc.
(Preferably Agri.). (iii)
Experience- 5-7 years
experience in plantation related
activities. (iv) Candidate
proficient in Assamese
language will be given
preference. (v) Age limit- upto
45 years. (vi) Honorarium per
month- Rs. 28,000/- Fixed.

For details candidate may
contact Mobile No:
8638084415/9436132237 or
may send a mail for details at
sfacght@gmail.com.

CD/SV/RP000040/1

Achieve/BL000058/1

Achieve/BL000059/1

Ms. Madhumita Das,

Associate Professor,

Department of History, Nehru

College, Pailapool, Cachar

has been awarded the

Degree of Doctor of

Philosophy (Ph.D) by the

Gauhati University for her

Thesis ‘Partition and

Migration: A Study of Cachar

District in Assam (1947-

1971)’ under the guidance of

Prof. & H.O.D., Dr. Rajib

Handique, Department of

History, Gauhati University

as per Vice-Chancellor’s

approval dtd. 04.05.2020.

She is the daughter of Mr.

Biresh Ch. Das and Ms. Sakti

Das of Guwahati, wife of Mr.

Indu Dutta and daughter-in-

law of Late Nobin Ch. Dutta

and Runu Dutta of Amguri,

Dist. Sibsagar.

CD/Achiv/BL000071/1

Monica Jha has been Awarded

the Degree of Doctor of

Philosophy by North East Hill

University for her thesis entitled

“Functional Module Extraction

from Gene Expression Data

Using Data Mining Techniques”

under the supervision of Dr.

Swarup Roy and Dr. A.K. Maji,

Department of Information

Technology. She is the daughter

of Prof. Gulab Jha and Mrs.

Kishori Jha of Gauhati

University.

Achieve/P/SP000113/1

Tender Extension
Rashtriya Gramin Vikash

Nidhi (RGVN) alongwith IIE

had invited a Tender

regarding “Construction of

CFC” at Bihdia, Kamrup

with Estimated cost of

Rs. 43,45,000/- with date

&  Time of opening

31.03.2020 at 3 pm. Due to

the Lockdown, we are now

giving 10 days extension for

submitting the Tenders.

Last date and time of

submission : 12.30 pm on

08.06.2020

Date and Time of opening

: 3.00 pm on 08/06/2020

Tender/ Checklist may be

downloaded from the

Institute’s website:

www.iietraining.org

CD/TN/BL000074/1

The Share Certificate Nos. 10,

216, 490, 215, 489 having Folio

No. 10 (Total Shares: 20100) of

shareholder Mr. Rajesh Kumar

Himatsingka and the Share

Certificate No. 219 having Folio

No. 193 (Total Shares: 2500) of

shareholder Mrs. Priti

Himatsingka of Himatsingka

Auto Enterprises Limited,

Parmeshwari Building, Chatri

Bari Road, Guwahati-781001

(shareholder of M/S Assam

Hospitals Limited, Lotus Tower,

G.S. Road, Christianbasti,

Guwahati-781005) have been

lost and could not be traced out.

Lost/RP000042/1

2 BHK FLAT ON SECOND

FLOOR @ Rs. 35 LAKHS AT

CHACHAL, SIXMILE. B.B.

CONSTRUCTIONS. 98641-

91345, 8638081916.

H&F/P/AC000164/1

2 BHK FLAT @ Rs. 26.85

LAKHS AT NALAPARA,

V.I.P. ROAD, NEAR

SHEMFORD SCHOOL. B.B.

CONSTRUCTIONS. 98641-

91345, 8638081916.

H&F/P/AC000162/1

2 BHK FLAT @ Rs. 31.55

LAKHS AT GORCHUK,

OPPOSITE PODDAR CAR

WORLD. B.B.

CONSTRUCTIONS. PH.:

98641-91345, 8638081916.

H&F/P/AC000163/1

85% completed almost ready 3

BHK flats for sale in

Rukminigaon. 9864037301.

H&F/P/SP000114/4

For rent approx. 600 sq.ft. (170

+ 205 + 217) at 1st floor on VIP

Road, Narengi (Near Ganesh

Mandir). Contact : 94351-

43969, 86381-02561.

CS/RP000031/7

Commercial space (1300 sq.ft.)

Ground floor for rental

Chandmari Bus Stop. Contact:

9864010641.

CS/P/SP000111/3

Eri/Cotton/N95 masks, PPE kits,

Disinfectant Booths - Aasmitas,

Guwahati. 9864095920,

9706015920.

Busi/P/SC000035/3

Twinkle Essentials order Grocery

& Vegetables home delivery.

Offer Atta 5KG-Rs.125, Mango=

100/Kg www.twinkleessentials.

online. 7664811518.

Busi/P/AC000166/1

2500 to 98,000 sq.ft. Industrial

Shed/Warehouse, Godown at

Khanapara, Beltola, Lokhra,

Amingaon, Changsari, Mirza.

94354-03986.

Godown/P/AC000050/30

RCC Godown Ground floor,

loading/ unloading space Piyali

Phukan Road, Rehabari,

Guwahati. 91015-58005.

Godown/P/AC000169/1

For rent 500/1000/1500/2500/

4000 sq.ft. in Bhangagarh. No

security deposit. Contact-

9678802582/9954995356.

OS/P/AP000035/8

Available on rent fully furnished

1057 sq. ft Office Space on 3rd

floor, Gulshan Grand, opp.

Assam Secretariat, G.S. Road,

Guwahati. Rent 40000. Call:

9864067403, 7002637206.

OS/P/AC000168/1

Save yourself from dust and

infection! For sanitization and

professional cleaning of home,

office and commercial place

please contact : 70052-09490,

70862-75092.

Sanitization/BL000045/7

CALL, GO GREEN

SANITISATION (PERMITTED

BY GOVT. OF ASSAM) AT

9435050178, 8638229722 FOR

SANITISATION OF

R E S I D E N T I A L ,

COMMERCIAL PLACES.

VEHICLES.

Sanitisation/P/UP000020/1

Rhino Packers, Sixmile

M:98644-69464, Local shifting

M:94018-22253 (All India),

Packers & Transportation

Household Goods.

P&M/P/AC000113/30

R.D. Packers & Carriers,

Household, Shifting local &

National. Contact : 94353-

46000, 0361-2236400.

P&M/P/AC000067/15

A running Xerox Shop for sale

at Silpukhuri. Contact No.:

9101307567.

Xerox/P/SP000112/1

I have changed my name from

Joydeep Sarkar to Joydip Kumar

Sarkar vide, affidavit before the

Notary, Kamrup (Metro) at

Guwahati on 13th March, 2020.

PN/P/SP000109/1

I, Vijay Thapa R/o Guwahati City

Police Reserve Block H Qtr

No.15 Kamrup (M). That my son

name was Krrish Thapa but now

I intend to change my son name

from Krrish Thapa to

Laishangbam Krrish Thapa for

all future purpose. Same before

the Notary Public Kamrup (M)

Guwahati on Dated:-

12.06.2017.

PN/RP000039/1

1 katha land, A/T House for sale

Uriagaon, Nagaon. 91010-62331.

L&P/P/AP000039/1

Extension Notice
No. AMDC/ET/324/2019-20/58-60

Date : 26.05.2020

The date of issue of Tender

Papers and submission of

Tender issued vide Short

Tender Notice No. AMDC/ET/

324/2019-20/46-48 dtd.

21.05.2020 for Construction of

(1) Security Barrack etc. and

(2) Conference room on 2nd

Floor of office building of

AMDC Ltd. have been

extended as below :

Tender papers will be issued

: upto 28th May, 2020

Submission of Tender : upto

14:00 hours of 30th May, 2020

Date of opening : 30th May/

2020 at 15:00 hours.

Managing Director,

Assam Mineral

Development

Corporation Ltd.

Khanij Bhawan,

R.P.Road, Dispur, Ghy-6

CD/TN/BL000072/1

INTERNATIONAL

WORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLD

Country Confirmed Recovered      Deaths

1. USA 1,706,464 464,728 99,813

2. Brazil 376,669 153,833 23,522

3. Russia 362,342 131,129 3,807

4. Spain 282,480 196,958 26,837

5. UK 261,184 135 36,914

6. Italy 230,158 141,981 32,877

7. France 182,942 65,199 28,432

8. Germany 180,830 162,000 8,433

9. Turkey 157,814 120,015 4,369

10. India 146,498 61,151 4,187

11. Iran 139,511 109,437 7,508

12. Peru 123,979 50,949 3,629

13. Canada 85,711 44,638 6,545

14. China 82,992 78,277 4,634

15. Saudi Arabia 74,795 45,668 399

16. Chile 73,997 29,302 761

17. Mexico 71,105 49,890 7,633

18. Pakistan 57,705 18,314 1,197

19. Belgium 57,455 15,320 9,334

20. Qatar 47,207 11,844 28

21. Netherlands 45,578 3 5,856

22. Belarus 38,059 15,086 208

23. Ecuador 37,355 18,003 3,203

24. Bangladesh 36,751 7,579 522

25. Sweden 34,440 4,971 4,125

26. Singapore 32,343 15,738 23

27. UAE 31,086 15,982 253

28. Portugal 31,007 18,096 1,342

29. Switzerland 30,761 28,200 1,913

30. Ireland 24,698 21,060 1,606

31. South Africa 23,615 11,917 481

32. Indonesia 23,165 5,877 1,418

33. Kuwait 22,575 7,306 172

34. Colombia 21,981 5,265 750

35. Poland 21,867 10,020 1,013

36. Ukraine 21,584 7,575 644

37. Romania 18,429 11,874 1,210

38. Egypt 17,967 4,900 783

39. Israel 16,743 14,362 281

40. Japan 16,581 13,612 830

41. Austria 16,557 15,182 643

42. Dominican Republic 15,073 8,285 460

43. Philippines 14,669 3,412 886

44. Argentina 12,628 3,999 467

45. Afghanistan 11,831 1,128 220

47. Denmark 11,428 10,044 563

48. Serbia 11,227 6,067 239

49. S. Korea 11,225 10,275 269

50. Panama 11,183 6,279        310

50 most affected countries in the world.

Source: WHO and Johns Hopkins University.

WHO warns of COVID-19
‘second peak’

GENEVA, May 26 : Coun-
tries could see a “second peak”
of coronavirus cases during the
first wave of the pandemic if
lockdown restrictions were
lifted too soon, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
has warned.Mike Ryan, the
WHO’s head of emergencies,
told a briefing on Monday that
the world was “right in the
middle of the first wave”, the
BBC reported.He said be-
cause the disease was “still on
the way up”, countries need
to be aware that “the disease
can jump up at any time”.

“We cannot make assumptions
that just because the disease is
on the way down now that it’s
going to keep going down,” Ryan
said. There would be a number
of months to prepare for a sec-
ond peak, he added.

The stark warning comes as
countries around the world
start to gradually ease lock-

down restrictions, allowing
shops to reopen and larger
groups of people to gather.

Experts have said that with-
out a vaccine to give people
immunity, infections could in-
crease again when social-dis-
tancing measures are relaxed.

Ryan said countries where
cases are declining should be
using this time to develop ef-
fective trace-and-test regimes
to “ensure that we continue
on a downwards trajectory and
we don’t have an immediate
second peak”.

Also on Monday, Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO
Director-General, said that a
clinical trial of hydroxychloro-
quine (HCQ) on COVID-19
patients has come to “a tem-
porary pause”, while the safe-
ty data of the the anti-malaria
drug was being reviewed.

According to the WHO
chief, The Lancet medical jour-

nal on May 22 had published
an observational study on
HCQ and chloroquine and its
effects on COVID-19 patients
that have been hospitalized,
reports Xinhua news agency.

The authors of the study re-
ported that among patients re-
ceiving the drug, when used alone
or with a macrolide, they esti-
mated a higher mortality rate.

“The Executive Group of
the Solidarity Trial, repre-
senting 10 of the participating
countries, met on Saturday
(May 23) and has agreed to
review a comprehensive anal-
ysis and critical appraisal of all
evidence available globally,”
Tedros said in a virtual press
conference.

The developments come as
the total number of global
COVID-19 cases has increased
to 5,508,904, with 346,508
deaths, according to the Johns
Hopkins University. – IANS

LONDON, May 26: A UK

Minister resigned on Tuesday

over Prime Minister Boris

Johnson’s chief aide, Dominic

Cummings’ alleged breaking

of coronavirus lockdown rules.

Junior Minister Douglas Ross

resigned as Under Secretary of

State for Scotland, becoming

the first government minister

to quit over the row that has

engulfed Downing Street over

the past several days, reports

the Metro newspaper.

Ross said he could not “in

good faith” tell his constituents

who could not care for sick

relatives or say goodbye to

dying ones while obeying lock-

down rules that Cummings

UK Minister resigns over PM aide’s row
acted appropriately.

The first resignation over

the allegations rocking the

government came as Cabinet

Office Minister Michael Gove

sought to defend Cummings,

his longstanding ally, as having

acted “entirely reasonable”

and within the law.

Cummings was accused of

breaking lockdown rules he

helped make after it emerged

he travelled from London to

his parents’ home in Durham

when his wife fell ill with sus-

pected coronavirus in March.

The Prime Minister’s chief

adviser has refused to step

down over the allegations, ad-

mitting he never considered

resigning and he doesn’t re-

gret his actions.

In his resignation, Ross said

Cummings’ view on lockdown

guidance was “not shared by

the majority”.

He said as a father himself he

would have stayed at home if he

and his wife had caught the virus.

Johnson said he regrets

Ross’ decision to resign, the

Metro newspaper reported.

A No 10 spokesman said:

“The Prime Minister would

like to thank Douglas Ross for

his service to government and

regrets his decision to stand

down as Parliamentary Under

Secretary of State for Scot-

land.” – IANS

Court mulls moving Netanyahu’s
trial to new location

JERUSALEM, May 26: Of-

ficials were considering mov-

ing the corruption trial of Is-

raeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu from the Jerusa-

lem District Court to a differ-

ent location due to the turmoil

caused by having to secure the

site for the premier, it was

reported.

Netanyahu was required to

attend the opening hearing of his

trial on Sunday, which involved

a major security operation and

the closure of roads in the area

around the courthouse.

The court was not able hear

any other cases at the time,

The Times of Israel reported

on Monday citing the Hebrew

language Channel 12 as saying.

In a meeting on Monday, the

court officials reviewed the

events of the previous day and

in the coming weeks the ad-

ministration, together with Je-

rusalem District Court Presi-

dent Aharon Farkash and the

three judges presiding over the

trial, will decided whether to

relocate for the rest of the pro-

ceedings, the Channel 12 re-

port said. Netanyahu on Sun-

day became the first serving

Israeli premier to stand trial.

The Prime Minister, who

was sworn back into office as

head of a rare national unity

government last week, will be

allowed to skip the next hear-

ing, which will take place on

July 19, with the judges saying

he would not have to return to

court until the evidence stage,

said The Times of Israel.

Netanyahu, who denies

wrongdoing, faces charges of

fraud and breach of trust in all

the cases, as well as bribery in

one of them.

Before entering the court-

room on Sunday, he told the

media that the cases against him

were fabricated and part of an

attempted “political coup” to

oust him from power. Accord-

ing to Israeli law, a Prime Min-

ister charged with a crime is

not required to resign.

Even if he is convicted,

Netanyahu will not be re-

quired to resign unless and

until any appeals are exhaust-

ed, reports the BBC.

Under the unity govern-

ment deal with former politi-

cal rival Benny Gantz, a new

role of “alternate prime min-

ister” was created, which

means when the two men

switch positions in 18 months’

time. – IANS

Afghan Govt
to free 900
prisoners

KABUL, May 26: The Af-

ghan government said it would

free 900 prisoners on Tuesday,

its single largest prisoner re-

lease since the US and the Tal-

iban signed a peace deal earli-

er this year that spells out an

exchange of detainees be-

tween the warring sides.

   The announcement came

as a three-day cease-fire with

the insurgents draws to an

end. The Taliban had called for

the truce during the Muslim

holiday of Eid al-Fitr that

marks the end of the Islamic

holy month of Ramzan.

There are expectations that

the prisoner release could lead

to new reductions in violence,

and Taliban officials say they

are considering an extension

of the cease-fire.  A senior Tal-

iban figure confirmed this to

The Associated Press.

  If these developments, like

the announcement of prisoner

release continues, it is possible

to move forward with decisions

like extending the brief cease-

fire and to move in a positive

direction with some minor is-

sues,” the Taliban official said.

The prisoner release is part

of the US deal with the Taliban,

signed on February 29 to allow

for the eventual withdrawal of

US and NATO troops from Af-

ghanistan, bringing to an end

the country’s protracted war

and America’s longest military

involvement.

Javid Faisal, a national secu-

rity spokesman in Kabul, urged

the Taliban to extend the cease-

fire and said the government

would release 900 prisoners on

Tuesday.  That would bring to

2,000 the number of Taliban

prisoners released so far un-

der the US-Taliban deal. – PTI

Pak’s COVID-19
tally soars
to 57,705

ISLAMABAD, May 26: Pa-
kistan reported 1,356 new
coronavirus infections and 30
deaths during the last 24 hours,
taking the total number of
COVID-19 cases to 57,705 and
the number of fatalities to
1,197 in the country, the health
ministry said on Tuesday.

Of the total number of
57,705 cases, 22,934 have so
far been detected in Sindh,
20,654 in Punjab, 8,080 in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, 3,468
in Balochistan, 1,728 in Islam-
abad, 630 in Gilgit-Baltistan,
and 211 in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.

Officials have so far conduct-
ed 490,908 tests, including
7,252 done on Monday. Ac-
cording to the Ministry of Na-
tional Health Service, 18,314
patients have till now recov-
ered from the virus, while
1,197 have died so far, includ-
ing 30 during the last 24 hours.

 Meanwhile, Japan offered
cooperation to Pakistan in its
fight against the pandemic as the
number of cases continued to
rise. Japanese Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi made the
offer through a letter to Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi. Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan on Monday
called Prime Minister Imran
Khan and the two leaders agreed
to enhance the bilateral cooper-
ation to combat the COVID-19
pandemic. – PTI
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A man bathes a domestic elephant on a hot summer day at the outskirts of Jammu on
Tuesday. – PTI

Complete lockdown in Thane’s
Mumbra area from Tuesday

THANE, May 26: The Thane Municipal Corporation in Mahar-
ashtra has ordered complete lockdown in Mumbra area from Tues-
day midnight in view of the rising number of COVID-19 cases in
the city.

Only milk and medical shops will be open in Mumbra from 7 am
to 9 am, while all other shops will remain shut till further orders,
municipal commissioner Vijay Singhal said in an order.

Till Monday night, Thane city recorded 2,172 COVID-19 cas-
es, including 288 in Mumbra area, as per official figures.

Despite warnings and directives issues by the civic author-
ities, people were not following the lockdown and social dis-
tancing norms and crowding public places, an official release
said. – PTI

RAF jawans deployed in Thane
to enforce COVID-19 lockdown

THANE, May 26: Considering the rise in COVID-19 cases and
flouting of lockdown norms in some areas, jawans of the Rapid
Action Force have been deployed in hotspots of Maharashtra’s
Thane district, an official said on Tuesday.

The district has recorded 6,044 COVID-19 cases so far, of
which 183 persons have died of the infection.

RAF jawans carried out a flag march in Mumbra town, while
come units were deployed in Lokmanya-Sawarkar Nagar, Wagle
Estate and other areas, which have reported several cases, the
official said.

According to a senior official, the RAF was a part of the Central
Reserve Police Force and a company of 120 jawans has been
deployed in Thane city for the time being. – PTI

TikTok leads to Telangana man’s
reunion with family after 2 years

LUDHIANA, May 26: A TikTok video of food being distributed
here to people hit by the coronavirus lockdown has led to the
reunion of a Telangana man with his family after two years.

Roddam Venkateswarlu of Telangana’s Bhadradri Kothagudem
district went missing in April 2018 and his family lodged a com-
plaint with police.

But there was no clue to the whereabouts of Venkateswarlu,
who suffers from a hearing and speech impairment. Giving up
hope, the family even performed his last rites.

Two years later, and about 2,000 km away, constable Ajaib Singh
happened to shoot a video of food being distributed to the poor
near a mall in Ludhiana’s Civil Lines area.

Last Thursday, a fellow villager showed the video clip to
Venkateswarlu’s daughter Kanakadurga, who recognised him.
His son Peddiraju reached Ludhiana on Monday morning to take
him back, Deputy Commissioner of Police Akhil Chaudhary said.

“My father started crying when he saw me,” Peddiraju said
over the phone.

Ajaib Singh, posted at Ludhiana’s Noon Kalan Police Station
said he feels blessed to be the medium for this reunion. – PTI

Amid COVID-19 scare, woman
dies a day after delivering twins

NOIDA (UP), May 26: Amid the COVID-19 scare, a 32-year-
old woman died in Greater Noida a day after delivering twins,
according to the government hospital where she was admitted.
She had tested positive for COVID-19 at a private lab but was
found negative at a government lab in Greater Noida, the hospital
said.

The woman was a resident of Chhalera village and admitted to
the Government Institute of Medical Sciences (GIMS) on Satur-
day and died on Monday.

“She did not have any symptoms suggestive of COVID-19 and
was full-term twin pregnancy with COVID-positive report from a
private lab. Her sample for COVID-19 was sent to GIMS Molec-
ular lab at the time of admission,” GIMS Director Dr Brigadier
(retired) Rakesh Gupta said. “She was taken up for emergency
Caesarean section for twin pregnancy with breach presentation
with fetal distress on the night of May 23. She was kept in ICU
post-operatively,” Gupta said in a statement.

He said the twin babies, both male, were apparently healthy
and shifted to nursery in Child PGI in Noida.

Meanwhile, the woman’s report of COVID by the GIMS molec-
ular lab for RT PCR came negative. She was considered negative
for COVID-19, he said. – PTI

Dead bats create panic in
Gorakhpur’s Belghat area

GORAKHPUR (UP), May 26: A large number of bats were
found dead in Gorakhpur’s Belghat area on Tuesday morning,
triggering panic among residents.

The villagers were apprehensive as bats have been linked to
the raging coronavirus pandemic, but forest officials said that
prima facie it appears the animals died due to excessive heat.

The bat carcasses were sent to Indian Veterinary Research
Institute (IVRI) in Bareilly for examination to know the exact
reason behind their death, they said.

An intense heat wave is currently sweeping northern India
with the mercury crossing 45 degrees Celsius mark in many
areas.

Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Avinash Kumar said that the
reason behind the death of bats can be clearly stated once they
get a report from IVRI. – PTI

Corona Snippets

AHMEDABAD, May 26: Prahlad

Jani alias Chunriwala Mataji, a

breatharian Yogi who claimed to

have survived without food or water

for over 70 years, died on Tuesday

morning in Gujarat’s Gandhinagar

district, his disciples said.

He was 90.

Jani breathed his last at his native

village Charada, a statement said.

He had a big following in Gujarat.

Jani’s claims of surviving without

food or water were tested in 2003

and 2010 by scientists. He used to

claim that he didn’t need food or

water because goddess sustained

Mystic who claimed survival without food, water dies
him.

Meanwhile, Jani’s body has been

taken to his humble ashram-cum-

cave situated near Ambaji temple in

Banaskantha district.

“Mataji was shifted to Charada a

few days back after he expressed his

will to spend some time at his

native place. He breathed his last

early today morning. His body will

be kept at his ashram for two days

to enable his devotees to pay

homage. He will be given samadhi

at his ashram on Thursday,” said the

statement issued by his disciples.

Being a devout believer of

Goddess Amba, he used to wear a

red saari (chunri) all the time and

dress like a woman, because of

which, he was known as Chunriwala

Mataji.

Jani claimed to have spent 76

years of his life without consuming

food or water.

Jani had left his parent’s house at a

very young age in pursuit of

‘spiritual experience’.

His followers claimed that he had

stopped taking food and water at the

age of 14.

Jani made a small cave located

near Ambaji temple his home at

young age and subsequently gained

popularity as a Yogi who survived

only on air.

In 2010, scientists and doctors

associated with the Defence

Institute of Physiology and Allied

Sciences (DIPAS) under the

Defence Research and Develop-

ment Organisation (DRDO) had

conducted a 15-day observational

study on Jani to find out how he was

living without food or water.

The DIPAS later stated that Jani

had “some extreme form of

adaptation to starvation and water

restrictions”. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 26: The

Supreme Court on Tuesday

asked the Centre and the RBI

to respond to a plea challeng-

ing levy of interest on loans

during the moratorium peri-

od, which has now been ex-

tended by another three

months till August 31 due to

the coronavirus pandemic.

A bench headed by Justice

Ashok Bhushan, hearing the

matter through video-confer-

encing, issued notices to the

Centre and the Reserve Bank

of India asking them to file their

SC issues notice to Centre, RBI on plea against
interest on loans during moratorium

replies within a week.

The counsel appearing for the

petitioner informed the bench,

also comprising Justices SK Kaul

and MR Shah, that earlier the

moratorium period was for

three months till May 31 but

now it has been extended by

another three months.

The counsel argued that bor-

rowers should not be penalised

like this and banks should not

add interest on the loan amount

during the moratorium period.

“Counsel for the Reserve

Bank of India prays for and is

granted a week’s time to file

counter affidavit. Tushar Mehta,

Solicitor General, also obtain

instructions in the meantime,”

the bench said in its order and

posted the matter for hearing

next week.

On March 27, the RBI had is-

sued a slew of measures to

check financial impact of the na-

tionwide lockdown due to COV-

ID-19. It issued a circular giving

liberty to all banks and financial

institution to allow a moratori-

um of three months on payment

of installments in respect of all

term loans outstanding as on

March 1, subject to the borrow-

er making such a request.

It had said that repayment

schedule for such loans as also

the residual tenor would be

shifted across the board by three

months after the moratorium

period. Interest shall continue

to accrue on the outstanding

portion of the term loans dur-

ing the moratorium period, the

RBI had said.

Last week, RBI had extend-

ed the moratorium period by

another three months to Au-

gust 31.

The plea, filed by Agra resi-

dent Gajendra Sharma, has

sought a direction to declare the

portion of RBI’s March 27 noti-

fication “as ultra vires to the

extent it charges interest on the

loan amount during the  mora-

torium period, which create

hardship to the petitioner being

borrower and creates hindrance

and obstruction in ‘right to life’

guaranteed by Article 21 of the

Constitution of India”.

It has also sought a direction

to the government and the RBI

to provide relief in repayment

of loan by not charging interest

during the moratorium period.

On April 30, the apex court

had directed the RBI to en-

sure that its circular on three-

month moratorium on loan re-

payment between March 1

and May 31 is implemented in

its letter and spirit.

The top court had told the

Solicitor General, appearing for

the Centre, that it appears that

the benefit given by the RBI was

not being extended to the bor-

rowers. – PTI

Locusts move to

border between

Rajasthan, UP
JAIPUR, May 26: Swarms

of locust have moved to-

wards Karauli district and

other areas near the Uttar

Pradesh border in Rajasthan

on Tuesday after the locust-

control teams conducted op-

erations in Dausa.

“Operations were conduct-

ed at two places in Dausa dis-

trict on Monday night by spray-

ing pesticide. Remaining

swarms moved towards Ka-

rauli and other nearby areas

today,” Om Prakash, Commis-

sioner of the Agriculture De-

partment, said.

The locusts can travel up to

150 km a day with a speed of

15-20 kmph. They are target-

ing trees and other available

vegetation since there is no

standing crop in the fields. Non-

availability of standing crops is

also a main reason why the

swarms have travelled to such

distance from Pakistan. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 26: The Delhi Police on

Tuesday filed before a court here charge-sheets

against 82 foreign nationals from 20 countries

attending Markaz at Nizamuddin in the National

Capital by violating visa conditions, indulging

in missionary activities illegally and violating

government guidelines, issued in the wake of

COVID-19 outbreak in the country.

The police have filed 20 charge-sheets against

the foreigners belonging to 20 different coun-

tries and Metropolitan Magistrate Saema Jamil

has put up the matter for consideration of the

charge-sheet on June 12.

According to the charge-sheet, four of the

accused were from Afghanistan, seven each

from Brazil and China, five from US,  two from

Australia, Kazakhstan, Morocco, UK, one each

from Ukraine, Egypt, Russia, Jordan, France,

Tunisia, Belgium, eight from Algeria, 10 from

Saudi Arabia, 14 from Fiji and six each from

Sudan and Philippines.

Police said that the foreign nationals violated

T H I R U V A N A N -

THAPURAM, May 26: Alto-

gether 67 new COVID-19 cas-

es were reported in Kerala on

Tuesday, the highest single day

spike so far, with Palakkad dis-

trict alone clocking 29 cases

and those under observation

crossing the one lakh mark.

The total COVID tally in the

State has touched 963 with 415

presently under treatment and

over 1.4 lakh under observa-

tion. Of the total positive cas-

es, 27 came from abroad and

33 from other States, includ-

ing Maharashtra (15), Tamil

Nadu (9) and Gujarat (5).

Seven people have been in-

fected through contact, Chief

67 new cases in Kerala, over 1
lakh people under observation

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan told

reporters here. “We have en-

tered another phase with a lot

of people coming from abroad

and other States,” he said.

The Chief Minister said he

held a virtual meeting with MPs

and MLAs from the State on

Tuesday and all of them sup-

ported the government’s ef-

forts in tackling the pandemic.

Among those who participat-

ed were Minister of State for

External Affairs V Muraleed-

haran, Opposition leader in the

Assembly, Ramesh Chennitha-

la and former Chief Minister

Oommen Chandy.

Vijayan pointed out that 133

people who came from abroad,

including 75 from the UAE and

25 from Kuwait tested positive

for the virus, while 72 who had

returned from Maharashtra, 71

from Tamil Nadu and 35 from

Karnataka have tested positive

so far. “On May 8, only 16 peo-

ple were under treatment in

the State and today 415 are un-

der treatment,” he said and ex-

pressed concern at the increas-

ing number of cases.

The Chief Minister said that

the State would face immense

difficulty if all Keralites in for-

eign countries and other States

returned at the same time, as

lakhs of Keralites are settled in

various parts of the country and

abroad. – PTI

Nizamuddin Markaz

Delhi Police files charge-sheet
against 82 foreigners

government guidelines issued in the wake of

COVID-19 pandemic and regulations regard-

ing Epidemic Diseases Act, Disaster Manage-

ment Act and prohibitory orders under Sec-

tion 144 of Code of Criminal Procedure.

In April, COVID-19 cases across the coun-

try spiked after hundreds of many Tablighi

Jamaat members, who had attended the reli-

gious congregation at Nizamuddin Markaz

event, tested positive.

At least 9,000 people, including the foreign

nationals participated in the religious congrega-

tion in Nizamuddin. Later, many of the attend-

ees travelled to various parts of the country.

According to police, these foreign nationals

had entered India on tourist visa and had par-

ticipated in the gathering at Markaz illegally.

Besides, violating the provisions of visa,

these foreign nationals also led to a situation

where the highly infectious COVID-19 spread

and threatened the lives of the inmates and the

general public at large, they said. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 26: The government is

in the process of finalising a Bill to establish an

all-India judicial service to recruit officers for

subordinate courts through an entrance test.

Those who clear the pan-India test would be

appointed by high courts and the State govern-

ments.

Before the draft is taken to the Union Cabi-

net, the broad features of the proposed all-In-

dia service will be shared with the higher judi-

ciary to seek its views, sources in the govern-

ment said.

The provision of an all-India judicial service

(AIJS) on the lines of the Indian Administra-

tive Service and the Indian Police Service was

Centre finalising draft Bill to
set up all-India judicial service

mooted soon after Independence.

The provision of AIJS was included in Arti-

cle 312 of the Constitution through the 42nd

amendment in 1976. But it would still require

a Bill to decide on its broad contours.

At present, various high courts and State

service commissions hold exams to recruit ju-

dicial officers.

With most of the 25 high courts wanting to

retain administrative control over the lower

judiciary, the proposed law may allow them to

appoint judges of subordinate courts.

The Union Public Service Commission

(UPSC) could hold a standardised entrance test

to recruit judges for lower courts. – PTI

A cyclist rides past as an artist gives finishing touch to a
mural on awareness about the importance of wearing a
face mask to prevent the spread of coronavirus, during
the ongoing COVID-19 lockdown, in Vijayawada on
Tuesday. – PTI
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MESSAGE FOR TODAY

Life’s tough, but it’s tougher when you’re stupid.

– JOHN WAYNE

Silver lining
Unfortunately, while first announcing a 21-day lock-

down on March 24 in a bid to combat the Covid-19 pan-

demic, the Government of India had not foreseen the

plight it would subject lakhs of migrant workers across

the country to. The migrants were mostly daily wage

workers who lost their livelihood because of shutdown of

all manufacturing and commercial activities. Lakhs of

them, with employers not paying wages and without

means to sustain themselves, began to return to their

native places by whatever means they could avail of. So

far, for instance, more than 20 lakh migrants have re-

turned to Uttar Pradesh from other States. But now the

BJP-led NDA Government appears to have woken up to

the negative political fallouts of the migrant worker cri-

sis, which perhaps explains the sudden concern ex-

pressed by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,

who has said that from henceforth any State which wants

to employ migrant workers from UP will have to seek

permission first. Migrant workers, of course, are the back-

bone of the micro, small and medium sector manufactur-

ing units and without them the economic revival sought

for by the Centre cannot take off. In fact, many industrial-

ly developed States like Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are

desperately trying to keep their migrant workforce from

leaving since, otherwise, there would be a vacuum which

the available local resources would not be able to fill.

While Adityanath did not provide details on how his

Government would ensure that permission was taken or

how it would monitor the renewed exodus of migrant

workers, he did say that his Government would form a

Migrants’ Commission to help workers get employment

within the State, fix their wages and frame social security

schemes for them. On the other hand, if some other States

want manpower from UP, Adityanath’s Government would

provide them with insurance and social security. Since

everything in India, no matter how ameliorative, becomes

politicalized, UP’s initiative, sure enough, has provoked

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena chief Raj Thackeray to

retaliate – he has asserted that in future any worker

coming to work in Maharashtra will have to get regis-

tered with the Government and the local police after sub-

mitting relevant documents and photographs. While the

political motive behind the moves proposed by Adity-

anath and Thackeray are explicit enough, if these con-

tribute to the Centre and the States ensuring a better

workplace deal for migrant workers in the future, it would

act as a silver lining to the bleak industrial scenario creat-

ed by the pandemic. The Covid-19 crisis has exposed

the tragic vulnerability of migrant workers in India de-

spite the plethora of employment rules and regulations

and welfare measures supposedly present in the sys-

tem to protect their interests. The lacunae plaguing the

system must be rectified so that the tragedy which has

befallen them will not recur in the future.

Flood situation
With the first wave of floods hitting the State sooner than

expected, the authorities have a tough task ahead. As many

as 30,000 people across six districts have already been hit,

many of those compelled to leave their homes and get ac-

commodated in makeshift relief camps. Providing adequate

shelter for the flood-affected will be difficult, as the spaces

generally used as flood relief camps have been transformed

into quarantine centres all over the State. The district ad-

ministrations need to act quickly to identify spaces other

than the traditional ones for conversion into flood relief camps.

Space aside, another major challenge concerns maintenance

of all the Covid-19-related safeguards, especially social dis-

tancing and hygiene in and around the relief camps. The

Assam State Disaster Management Authority has put in

place an SOP for this but implementing it on the ground will

be far tougher. The authorities should rope in the services

of voluntary bodies to tide over this crisis. With the Govern-

ment’s revenues dwindling drastically following the two-

month lockdown, the Centre needs to assist the State in a

big way in tackling the flood situation as it has done with

West Bengal and Odisha in the aftermath of the ravages by

cyclone Amphan.

The meteorology office has predicted more rains in

the region for the next five days and this is likely to

worsen the flood situation. Road communication has al-

ready been snapped at several places with the surging

floodwaters overtopping and even washing away roads.

Human habitations apart, vast tracts of cropland have

been badly hit by the floods. The immediate task before

the authorities is to reach out to the affected and help

them resume their normal lives. The authorities, the dis-

trict administrations in particular, need to be proactive

and put in place an efficient mitigation plan for ensuring

timely assistance to the affected. This can be achieved

by facilitating the required coordination amongst the var-

ious departments and agencies. The role of the disaster

response agencies such as SDRF and NDRF in particu-

lar will be crucial in these hours of crisis. Relief and reha-

bilitation of the affected families should be another prior-

ity. As hundreds of displaced families will be required to

be sheltered in makeshift camps, sufficient space and

necessary amenities have to be ensured – more so in

view of the contagion. The special needs of children,

women, elderly and the sick will also have to be accom-

modated efficiently. As normally happens, the State could

witness several waves of floods in the next few months.

Responding to this will test the State Government and its

various agencies’ disaster preparedness. The ASDMA,

in particular, is going to have a busy time in the days

ahead and it would do well to plan in advance to deal

effectively with any eventuality.

he series of events

stemming from Covid-

19 over the last few

months triggered a lot

of unpleasant developments con-

cerning mankind and their strug-

gle to fight against the pandemic.

The Covid-19 outbreak, which has

taken the world to a staggering

halt, has been regarded as the most

critical global health emergency of

the century and the severest chal-

lenge that humanity as a whole has

endured since the Second World

War. Last December, a new highly

infectious respiratory ailment was

reported in Wuhan in Hubei Prov-

ince of China and was named by

the World Health Organization

(WHO) as Covid-19. Though the

WHO reportedly alerted the glo-

bal community about the emer-

gence of a novel strain of the coro-

navirus in Wuhan primarily respon-

sible for the disease, the ailment

has spread like wildfire across the

globe taking 216 countries, areas

or territories in its grip.

In the 21st century, when science

and technology are ruling the

roost, when medical innovations

besides giving goodness and well-

ness to human life are increasing

life expectancy, this novel corona-

virus is proved deadly. Not only

killing people, it is also increasing

human sufferings in more ways

than one. This coronavirus disease

is attacking human lives and their

core existence sociologically, eco-

nomically and culturally.

Deviating from the cliche about

the lethality of this apocalypse,

T

Left with no options to look after

their economic sustenance and

shield themselves from this

apocalypse, there has been a

mass exodus of the migrants

from their places of work to their

native places necessitating the

Government to generate new

means of livelihood for them.

Letters
to the

EDITOR

Dehing Patkai and its conservation policy

Sir, – The editorial captioned

‘Save Dehing Patkai’ and the news

item thereon (AT, May 22) are the

eye openers to the Dehing Patkai

open cast coal mining episode

where the only rainforest of the

country and the home to several

hundred species of flora and fauna

are going to be uprooted forever

most inhumanely. The permission

given by the National Board of

Wildlife (NBWL), constituted

under the Wildlife Protection Act,

1972, to carry out open cast coal

mining in Saleki forest, a part of

the Dehing Patkai Elephant

Reserve, is contrary to the forest

rules. While the primary function

of the NBWL is to promote the

conservation and development of

wildlife and forests, it is surprising

to note that without sitting in a

Board meeting, the standing

committee has given clearance for

the coal mining activities in Saleki

forest. It is further reported that

the NBWL has not met since

2014. Ten out of 47 members of

the NBWL are conservationists,

what one would like to reiterate

is, in the absence of any clinical

antiviral drugs or vaccines that

are effective against Covid-19,

this virus is going to stay with us

for months or years together. Life

has to coexist with this pestilence

prompting us to bring about

changes in our conventional and

stereotyped etiquettes. Though

the scientists across the globe are

working day in and day

out for effective vac-

cines, no breakthrough

is yet in sight. Conse-

quently, the virus contin-

uing its mayhem has tak-

en a heavy toll on the

socio-economic subsist-

ence of our people.

The Covid-19 pandem-

ic has affected all seg-

ments of population. It is

particularly gruesome to

the members of the so-

cial groups in the most

vulnerable segments. It

continues to affect popu-

lations including people living in

poverty situations, older persons,

persons with disabilities, children

and the people with low immunity,

co-morbidity, etc. Though the in-

fection did not start from India, in

the initial period of the outbreak,

most of the infections were con-

fined to the higher strata of the so-

ciety. People with foreign travel

history were considered most vul-

nerable and the contagion was pri-

marily limited to person to person

and the source was traceable.

However, subsequently those who

were infected spread the virus to

close friends or relatives and as a

result the rate of infections has

spiked in our country.

The cases of infections are ris-

ing and along with them the suffer-

ings of the people are also increas-

ing by leaps and bounds. Evidence

of the positive cases and the re-

sultant response in search of rem-

edies, manifested in the form of

lockdown and other measures, in-

dicates that the health and econom-

ic impacts of the virus are being

borne disproportionately by the

poor people. For example, the

homeless people or for that mat-

ter who do not have adequate shel-

ter are highly exposed to the dan-

ger of the virus. Refugees, migrants

or displaced persons also stand to

suffer disproportionately both from

the pandemic and its socio-eco-

nomic fallout. The pandemic and its

aftereffects so far have made us to

think that it would potentially in-

crease inequality, exclusion, dis-

crimination and unemployment

with short-, medium- and long-

term ramifications.

During the pandemic and its re-

sponse and restrictions, imposed

on usual economic activities as part

of lockdown and social distancing

norms to contain and control the

infection, scores of migrant work-

ers have tried to move back to their

native places. Left with no options

to look after their economic suste-

nance and shield themselves from

this apocalypse, there has been a

mass exodus of the mi-

grants from their places

of work to their native

places necessitating the

Government to gener-

ate new means of liveli-

hood for them.

In this changed sce-

nario, the Government

in office has put in place

a comprehensive, social

protection system which

can play a much durable

role in protecting our

marginalized sections in

reducing the prevalence

of poverty and pain they

must be going through at this ex-

traordinary juncture.

Mention may be made in this

context of an economic stimulus

package of Rs 20 lakh crore which

is 10% of India’s total GDP to lay

down the foundation of a self-reli-

ant India. The package apart from

strengthening the financial health

of the country aims at empower-

ing the migrant workers who have

been badly hit due to Covid-19-in-

duced displacement. As a part of

this bailout package, Rs. 3,10,000

crore have been earmarked to ca-

ter to the migrant workers and

street vendors. To reduce the suf-

ferings of the migrants, the Cen-

tral Government has decided to in-

troduce ‘one nation one ration card’

to allow migrant workers to buy

ration from any depot in the coun-

try. A unique credit facility of Rs

5,000 crore was announced to sup-

port around 50 lakh street vendors

who will have access to an initial Rs

10,000 working capital. Moreover,

approximately Rs 2 lakh crore to

be given to the farmers through

Kisan Credit Cards while 2.5 crore

farmers including fishermen and

animal husbandry farmers would be

able to get institutional credit at a

concessional rate. The Centre has

also allowed States to fund the food

and shelter facilities of migrant

workers from the disaster re-

sponse fund.

These financial interventions were

announced as a part of the Centre’s

comprehensive package to unleash a

turnaround of the fiscal health which

has taken the toll of Covid-19. As the

financial activities of the country

were severely eclipsed by the gloom

cast by the coronavirus and with the

people of all sections, especially the

poor and marginalized, were badly

hit, the country in association with all

the stakeholders is showing a brave

front against this unseen adversary

and trying to assuage the onslaught

of the virus by ways of reach, re-

sponse, relief and respite. Anticipat-

ing these measures of the govern-

ment to act as an automatic stabiliz-

er, all attempts are now being direct-

ed towards enhancing people’s ca-

pacity to manage and overcome

these shocks.

Need for a ‘Visit Assam’ campaign
he Covid-19 pandemic

has brought the entire

planet to a freeze as all

human activities and op-

erations have been adjourned for a

substantial period of time. With the

total lockdown of flight operations,

railways and all forms of transport

and travel, it has placed the tour-

ism industry under immense finan-

cial strain. The pandemic is sure to

catalyse significant transformations

in the physical, social, economic,

and psychological mindset of the

travellers.

A recent study undertaken by

the Global Web Index showed that

instead of travelling, 70% of peo-

ple are spending more time on

their smart phones, staying in touch

with loved ones, or sitting close to

their laptops for work-from-home

agenda. As the coronavirus is on

top of mind for travellers and busi-

nesses worldwide, the world sees

a major shift in habits today. It is

giving us an opportunity to reas-

sess priorities, and give a second

thought on how travel will change

in the times to come. However,

once the trains are back on tracks,

or buses are on the highways and

flights are back to the sky, people

will get back to travelling again, but

with a genuine sense of fear and

insecurity for their personal well-

being or dealing with the phobia of

n  Ronjeev Das

quarantine and isolation.

The current situation will com-

pel the business travel to reduce

to a great extent since people are

getting comfortable and accus-

tomed to doing business on video

conferencing. Although problems

such as the current situation are

not stop-signs for leisure travel or

holidaying, indications are that the

tourism industry will find it pretty

tough to make an overnight recov-

ery. No doubt, the current situa-

tion will show us some roadmap

that will teach us, prepare us and

make us stronger.

The tourism sector generally

survives on flawless infrastructure

hand-in-hand with meticulous, all-

weather ground transportation net-

works.  Accessibility is the key word

for any travel destination to flourish

and earn reputation. So for Assam

Tourism to succeed and flourish in

the post-lockdown days, it has to be

increasingly innovative and be ready

with new ideas to capture an envia-

ble share of the market.

Assam Tourism should start with

a ‘Visit Assam’ campaign in the

same way the Odisha Government

is planning to come out with a pack-

age for promotion of various desti-

nations in the State to woo domes-

tic travellers in the post-lockdown

scenario. The Visit Assam cam-

paign should get off the ground to

encourage and support visitors and

holidaymakers as well as mega

events and hospitality sectors.

And one has to realize that no ce-

lebrity would be in a position to re-

ward Assam Tourism with miracle

footfall of domestic or international

holidaymakers unless serious ef-

forts are made to develop world

class infrastructure which will be the

only criterion for the well-informed

holidaymakers to choose better

destinations in India on their pre-

ferred list of must-see places.

The Visit Assam campaign

should unfold the inter-State and

international campaigns including

marketing through social media

outlets, digital films, trade fairs,

airlines partnerships, PR, webi-

nars, etc. And for that purpose, the

Government of Assam should not

bank only upon Kaziranga and its

one-horned rhinoceros but also step

forward to target foreign visitors

by making an assessment of coun-

try-specific priority areas and ex-

plore possibilities of developing

them as the hot-cake attractions.

The Japanese people, for instance,

have believed in amazing healing

properties of hot spring bath for cen-

turies. Before conventional medi-

cine, it was believed that a hot spring

bath could cure a range of ailments.

Nowadays, locals and travellers

alike head to the hot springs in Ja-

pan to rest, recharge and socialize.

From steam baths, sand baths and

mud baths, all of which have their

positive healing properties, Japa-

nese holidaymakers and visitors

enjoy classic hot and therapeutic

baths filled with sodium hydrogen

carbonate spring water.

One of the few things we contin-

ue to undervalue or simply ignore

in Assam is the tourism potential

of our very own Garampani Wild-

life Sanctuary. We have failed to

groom this place as a must-see

place in the itinerary of the inter-

national tourists. For any internet

surfer, the Garampani Wildlife Sanc-

tuary’s identity is just a natural hot

water spring with an old hanging

bridge. But it could be converted

into a world-class hot spring bath

resort if efforts are made to intro-

duce an all-weather luxury ground

transportation network from Gu-

wahati to Garampani.

Landscape architects of repute

could be entrusted the job of de-

signing a hot spring bath resort at

the Garampani Wildlife Sanctuary

to bubble up mineral-rich warm

water from beneath the earth, pav-

ing the way to open up spa pre-

cincts and gender-segregated bath

houses with provision for overnight

stay with traditional food and wine

at luxurious Assamese inns to be

built under the banner of Assam

Tourism. The visitors of the Ka-

ziranga National Park should be giv-

en a complimentary pass for over-

night stay at the hot spring bath

resort. Access to the hot spring bath

should be free for staying guests,

while day visitors can also use the

bath for a fee.

Both the Tourism Authority of

Thailand and Tourism Australia have

launched their own webinars with

specific sessions looking at India as

among the focus markets targeted

for recovery. So, the Visit Assam

campaign must come forward to pro-

mote ‘A short visit makes a lasting

memory’ and do a little homework

to introduce activities which are no-

where to be found in other parts of

our country. A few key annual events

like Dirt and Mud Bike Racing Grand

Prix, Assam International Theatre

Festival, Virgin Northeast Fashion

Festival, Assam Food and Traditional

Wine Festival could be conceptual-

ized and introduced in our soil with

very little investment.

And to tap a larger share of tour-

ists footfall, Assam Tourism must

be prepared to face cut-throat com-

petition by bringing onto the table

some  unique must-see destinations

like a technology-driven hot spring

bath resort at the Garampani Wild-

life Sanctuary, immediate opening

of the animal corridor at the Ka-

ziranga National Park, an art gal-

lery and a wax  museum in the vi-

cinity of Dr Bhupen Hazarika Sa-

madhi Sthal, a water sports resort

at Deepor Beel, a world class golf

course and tollway-cum-waterway

on the Bharalu river.

T

environmentalists and ecologists.

It is not clear whether the consent

of these members was taken in

this regard.

Very recently, Chief Minister

Sarbananda Sonowal has instruct-

ed the Forest Minister to verify

the cases of illegal coal mining in

the Dehing Patkai range. Such an

action seems irrelevant so far the

permission given to carry out

open cast mining in Saleki forest

by NBWL is concerned. In the

meantime, a former Chief

Minister of Assam questioned as

to how the committee on behalf of

the NBWL could allow the coal

mining in a reserve forest without

the consent of the State Govern-

ment. The public are getting

puzzled on such double standards

on the part of the rulers. It is

pertinent to say that if the

indigenous landless people of the

State are not permitted to stay in

forestland, how can the business-

men be allowed for the total

destruction of the forest and its

wildlife? Where are the NGOs

which claim themselves as the

saviours of wildlife and forest

now? Being a common citizen of

the country, we express our

resentment. But it is up to the
Government to decide what is
important, nature or wealth?
Mining in a wildlife sanctuary is
illegal as per the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act. And the permission
given to carry out coal mining
activities in a wildlife sanctuary is
a heinous crime against nature.
Yours etc., APURBA KUMAR

GOGOI, Panjabari, Guwahati.

Habitat destruction
Sir, – Habitat destruction is one

of the hazardous reasons of

climate change. Forests as the

natural habitat of almost all

animals and birds not only provide

them shelter but also food. But

deforestation has left the animals

and birds homeless and has also

taken away their other basic

existential needs. As a result, the

animals are compelled to fight

back. They try to re-establish

themselves and the struggle for

existence begins. Animals come

to roads, visit human habitations

resulting in human-animal

conflicts. Big animals like the

elephant start hunting for food in

the human settlements, raid the

crop fields and damage human

properties. Similarly, carnivorous

animals like leopards also invade

human habitations and hunt for the

domestic animals. It is a matter of

great concern because cutting of

trees not only disturbs the lives of

animals but affects the human life

too in one or the other way. Yours

etc., PINAKI GOSWAMI, Mirza.

Real danger
Sir, – Covid-19 is starting to

give a severe blow to our State

lately due to the reverse migra-

tion of workers stranded outside,

some of whom are carrying the

dreaded virus with them unknow-

ingly and now posing a threat to

people, making it difficult for the

State Government to handle it

with limited resources. The real

concern is that some are sneaking

in to their native villages without

going through proper screening

by the authorities posted at the

entry points. This is a very

dangerous situation for the other

natives living nearby. If these

people are not identified immedi-

ately, it will be a real danger to us

which may cause community

spreading of the contagious virus.

The Government may appoint

some villagers as  volunteers to

take note of such migrating

Articles (within 1000-1100 words) and

Letters to the Editor for publication in

the editorial page may be sent to the

email ID: editor@assamtribune.com.

Covid-19, its implications and Govt response

persons and inform the nearest

police station about their presence

so that the Government can take

prompt action according to the

prescribed protocol of the

pandemic. Yours etc., ANUP

TALUKDAR, Nagarbera,

Kamrup.

PM’s visit
Sir, – Apropos the news item

‘PM leaves for West Bengal to

assess cyclone impact’ (AT, May

22), this cyclone Amphan has taught

a lesson to the West Bengal Chief

Minister. Earlier, she was vocal

about her stand against many

Central Government schemes in

the State and always had a conflict-

ing attitude towards the Centre.

Now she seems to have understood

that the State Government alone

cannot handle the situation arising

out of the destruction caused by

Amphan and, hence, she changed

her mind and went to the airport to

receive the Prime Minister. Yours

etc., Dr SHANKAR

CHATTERJEE, Hyderabad.

n  Subir Dutta
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CITY

WEATHER

GUWAHATI
LOCAL FORECAST :

Generally cloudy sky with

moderate rain. Maximum

and minimum temperatures

are most likely to be 27°C

and 20°C respectively on

Wednesday.

TEMPERATURE:

Max 30.9°C
Min 21.2°C

Landslide at Panjabari
damages house

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 26: A

house was partially damaged

due to landslide triggered

by incessant rains at Bishnu-

nagar in Panjabari area on

Tuesday. No causalities or in-

juries have been reported. 

A source in the Satgaon Po-

lice Station said that the inci-

dent occurred at a house of

one Dhananjay Debnath this

morning.

In another incident, a huge

stone from the hill fell into the

rail line in Kamakhya Gate

area. No one is injured.

More such landslides are

expected from around the hills

triggered by rains in the city.

The Kamrup Metro district

administration had in 2013

identified 366 sites as landslide-

prone area in the city – includ-

ing Kharghuli, Sunsali, Jyotin-

agar, Fatasil Ambari, Durgasa-

rovar at Maligaon and Nilachal

Hills near Kamakhya – com-

prising 14 hills. According to a

survey, around 85,662 house-

holds live in these areas.

More than 11 people had lost

their lives due to landslide in

the last four years in Guwahati.

In 2016, six people,, including

two minors, had lost their lives

due to landslides at Jorabat. The

then Deputy Commissioner of

Kamrup Metro banned earth-

cutting during monsoon season

to prevent such casualties.

The house that was partly damaged in the landslide at Panjabari. – AT photo

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26: The

incident of assault on a doctor

in Chirang district by police

personnel has drawn sharp

reactions from people across

the State. As a mark of pro-

test, the Junior Doctors As-

sociation (JDA) of the Gauha-

ti Medical College and Hospi-

tal has decided to observe

black day tomorrow by wear-

ing black badges while per-

forming their duties.

Though the Officer-in-

Charge of the Amguri Police

Station has been reserve-

closed after a preliminary en-

quiry, the protesters are de-

manding a thorough probe

into the incident to nab all the

persons involved in beating up

and humiliating Dr Madhur-

GMCH junior doctors to
observe black day today

jya Kakati, in-charge of the

Amteka Mini PHC and two

others on Sunday afternoon.

The doctors, along with a

pharmacist and his accountant,

were beaten up by a police

team and made to kneel down

for not wearing masks.

“I had just returned from a

COVID-19 screening drive,

when I realised my room keys

were not with me. I was look-

ing for the same, when a po-

lice team reached the spot and

started hurling expletives at

me. Since I had disposed of

my single-use mask after

coming from the PHC, I was

not wearing any mask at that

moment,” Dr Kakati told The

Assam Tribune.

“Though I tried to explain

and also apologised for not

wearing a mask, the police

team made me kneel down

and also physically assaulted

me and two others,” he said.

At a time when doctors’

role is being widely hailed as

frontline fighters against the

COVID-19 pandemic, the in-

cident is being widely con-

demned. Other than the JDA,

the National Medicos Organ-

isation (NMO), Assam, also

condemned the incident de-

manding strong and immedi-

ate action into this matter.

“The doctors’ body is now

waiting for a thorough probe

into the matter to identify and

punish all the guilty persons,”

a statement said.

Demand for
probe into
Chirang incident

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 26:

Water supply in Chandmari,

Chandmari Colony, Khar-

ghuli, Noonmati, Silpukhuri

and surrounding areas of the

city has been partially

affected due to the two

water machines at the

Satpukhuri water treatment

plant at Uzan Bazar getting

damaged.

In connection with the

matter the Guwahati

Municipal Corporation

(GMC) issued a notification

mentioning that two newly

purchased machines installed

at the Satpukhuri water plant

got damaged last week. The

mechanic who was assigned

to look after the machines

did not come to the site as

his son tested positive for

COVID-19. Consequently,

the mechanic and all other

people working at the plant

Water supply hit due
to damaged machines

were sent away for home

quarantine. As such, water

supply in several places

under the Satpukhuri plant

was partially affected, the

notification said.

“Other mechanics of the

city do not come to the site

due to the coronavirus fear.

However, water has been

supplied with the remaining

machines.  Installed capacity

of the Satpukhuri treatment

plant is 22.50 MLD and its

present running capacity is

around 15 MLD,” the

notification said.

When contacted, GMC

Superintending Engineer

Manoranjan Bharali said,

“Due to the damaged

machines, only fifty per cent

of the water has been

supplied to the areas

concerned. That is why

people have got less water

in those areas. The matter

will be fixed soon.”

Recently, the two water

reservoirs of Satpukhuri plant

at Nizarapar in Chandmari

area got damaged, which

resulted in disruption in

water supply.

“There are several cracks

on the walls and a portion of

the tin roof of one reservoir

and the concrete roof of

another reservoir have fallen

off, resulting in huge gaps.

Repair work was carried out

with the resources available.

The damage will be fully

repaired when the COVID-

19 situation improves,”

Bharali said.

GMC has three water

treatment plants at Panbazar,

Satpukhuri and Kamakhya.

Water is pumped from the

Brahmaputra to these plants

and after processing, the

plant water is pumped to

different reservoirs located

at hill tops and then distrib-

uted to the consumers.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26: The National Com-

mission for Women (NCW) on Tuesday sought

feedback from a Guwahati-based news chan-

nel for allegedly sacking an employee on ac-

count of pregnancy.

While condemning the ‘insensitive atti-

tude’ of the channel to-

wards its pregnant employ-

ee, the Commission also

said it was perturbed by the

violation of provisions of the Maternity

Benefit Act, 1961.

“Of all the rights of women, one of the rights

is motherhood; however, a recent incident

from Assam exposes the double-standards of

an organisation towards its pregnant employ-

ees. The National Commission for Women has

come across a media report on May 22 titled

NCW seeks feedback
from news channel

Indian Journalists Union criticizes Prag News

for sacking pregnant journalist, wherein it was

reported that a pregnant senior journalist was

forced to resign from the organisation,” the

NCW said in a statement.

“The report said that the woman’s preg-

nancy restricted her agility and Prag News

required only agile persons as reporters in

its organisation. The Guwa-

hati-based channel blatantly

refused salary to the woman

journalist and asked her to

put down her papers,” the Commission fur-

ther stated.

The incident has also elicited sharp reaction

from various journalist unions, women’s rights

groups and other civil society organisations of

Assam who have demanded justice for the

woman journalist and her reinstatement in the

job with full maternity benefits.

Sacking of
pregnant employee

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26: NGO Save

Guwahati Build Guwahati (SGBG) has

expressed concern over the fact that the

National Board of Wildlife, taking advan-

tage of the lockdown, has granted per-

mission for coal mining in an unbroken

part of forest falling under the Dehing

Patkai Elephant Reserve.

Ruing the fact that the custodians of for-

est and wildlife have become their destroy-

ers, the SGBG said the granting of per-

mission clearly shows the lack of concern

on the part of the Board towards the eco-

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26:

With a view to supporting the

Government of Assam in its

efforts to rebuild the State’s

economy hit by the novel

coronavirus-induced nation-

wide lockdown, the State In-

novation & Transformation

Aayog (SITA) handed over

four impact assessment stud-

ies and action plans to Chief

Minister Sarbananda Sonow-

al at a meeting held at the As-

sam Administrative Staff Col-

lege here today.

SITA submits impact assessment
studies on economy to CM

The reports prepared by

SITA include ‘Report on Econ-

omy’ drafted in collaboration

with OKD Institute of Social

Change and Development,

‘Report on Agriculture & Al-

lied Activities of Assam’ in col-

laboration with international

consultancy services organi-

sation KPMG, ‘Report on Tea

Industry of Assam’ in collabo-

ration with Ernst & Young and

‘Report on Industry & Com-

merce of Assam’ in collabora-

tion with Assam Chambers of

Commerce, Confederation of

Indian Industry, Federation of

Indian Chambers of Com-

merce & Industry, Federation

of Industry & Commerce of

North Eastern Region and In-

dian Chamber of Commerce.

Chief Minister Sonowal

while appreciating the initiative

of SITA said that the reports

would be very handy in guiding

the Government of Assam in

rejuvenating the State’s econ-

omy. He said though different

sectors of the economy have

been adversely affected by the

lockdown, there are enough

avenues in the State to rebuild

the economy.

SGBG concern over move on Dehing Patkai
system. The decision, ironically, has come

from an authority mandated with the task

to protect wildlife and environment, it said.

“From the media reports, it appears

that out of 682 projects placed for clear-

ance, they have cleared 667, rejecting

only five,” the NGO said.

The SGBG alleged that the present

government was maintaining double

standards on issues relating to the envi-

ronment. On one hand, they honoured

Forest Man Jadav Payeng by awarding

him with Padma Shri, and on the other,

passed orders that would ultimately lead

to large-scale destruction of the rainfor-

est, called the ‘Amazon of the East’.

“The members of the Board should ob-

serve how Mother Earth has changed dur-

ing the past 50 days of the lockdown. We

need development, but not at the cost of

our most precious natural resources. While

we would like to thank Chief Minister Sar-

bananda Sonowal for taking the matter se-

riously and asking the Additional PCCF to

initiate departmental proceedings against

10 DFOs, we also feel that the local MLA

is equally responsible because he should

know what is going on in his constituency,”

SGBG president Krishno K Borooah and

vice president Ajoy Datta stated.

Hand wash
station installed

GUWAHATI, May 26: Ro-

tary Club of Guwahati Luit to-

day installed a hand wash sta-

tion at GMC Market, Chand-

mari here and provided liquid

soap and sanitizers to the mar-

ket committee. The club is

taking the initiative to install

and provide hand wash facili-

ties in the main market areas

in different parts of Guwahati

city, said a press release.

Office-bearers
GUWAHATI, May 26: Ra-

hul Sharma has been elected

president of Marwari Yuva

Manch, Guwahati Branch,

while Mitesh Surana and Suraj

Jain have been appointed as

secretary and treasurer re-

spectively for the year 2020-

21, said a press release issued

here. Other members of the

executive committee for the

same tenure will be finalised

soon, the release added.

Shower causes
waterlogging
in city areas

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 26:

An hour-long heavy

shower this evening caused

waterlogging in various

parts of the city.

Waterlogging was

witnessed mainly at

Hatigaon, Panjabari,

Kerakuchi, Sixmile,

Chandmari, Beltola and

Lachit Nagar.

The rain caused much

inconvenience to the

commuters, as it occurred

just before the start of the

night curfew. Traffic came

to a standstill at several

places due to flash floods. 

“The waterlogging put

motorists like me in deep

trouble. It took me around

half an hour to reach home

from Christianbasti whereas

it normally takes only 15

minutes for the same

distance,” said Abhijit Kalita,

a resident of Hatigaon.

According to an official at

the Regional Meteorological

Centre, moderate rainfall

will occur in Guwahati in the

next two days. Thunder-

storm and gusty wind with

speed up to 30 to 40 km per

hour is very likely to occur

at isolated places over

Assam, Meghalaya,

Nagaland, Manipur,

Mizoram and Tripura.

Today, the city recorded

a maximum temperature of

30.9 degrees Celsius, the

official added.

NDRF offers
dignity kits for

COVID-19
patients

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26:

The 1st Battalion of NDRF,

Guwahati today handed

over 400 dignity kits to the

Kamrup (Metro) district

administration for distribu-

tion among COVID-19

positive persons kept in

isolation.

Anil Kumar Chauhan,

Deputy Commandant of

the NDRF gave away the

dignity kits to the district

authorities.

A standard kit for

women packed in a plastic

bucket contains a small

toothpaste, brush, bathing

and washing soaps, two

pairs of undergarments, a

towel, oil, comb, two pairs

of ‘salwar suits’ in different

sizes, a nail cutter, mirror,

a packet with 10 sanitary

pads, an antiseptic cream

and a mug.

The men’s kit also

contains similar items and

has two pairs of ‘pyjama-

kurta’ instead of women’s

attire, and a shaving pack

instead of women’s

hygiene products. Earlier

also, the battalion had

given away 600 such kits

for men and women in

Kamrup (Metro) district.

Boarders of Cotton University hostels vacate their rooms on Tuesday following the district
administration’s decision to turn the hostels into quarantine centres. – UB Photos
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SHORT RE-TENDER NOTICE

Sealed short re-tender in the prescribed form, affixing non-

refundable Court Fee Stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees eight and

paisa twenty five only) duly signed by the Tenderer(s) are

hereby invited from Intending Tenderer(s) for sale of

condemned vehicles which will be received by the Divisional

Forest Officer, Guwahati Social Forestry Division, Basistha,

Guwahati-29 in his office w.e.f. 26.05.2020 to 03.06.2020 upto

3.00 P.M. (IST). The short re-tender so received will be

opened on the same date at 3.30 P.M. (IST).

Intending Tenderer(s) may collect the tender documents

on payment of Rs. 100.00 (Rupees one hundred) only in the

form of Bank Draft payable in favour of the Divisional Forest

Officer, Guwahati Social Forestry Division on any working
day during office hours from 9.30 am to 5.00 pm or the short

re-tender document may be downloaded from https://

forest.assam.gov.in  and submit the same with the tender

document fee of Rs. 100.00 (Rupees one hundred) only as

prescribed above.

Sd/- Divisional Forest Officer

Guwahati Social Forestry Division

Janasanyog/C/867/20 Basistha, Guwahati-29

No.CT-13/NIT/2019/16

PRESS NOTICE INVITING RETENDER

The Superintending Engineer, P.W.D. (Roads) W.A.C. Goalpara

on behalf of Governor of Assam invites item rate Bids online from

approved and eligible Contractors (Class-I (A, B, C) categories)

registered with Assam PWD (Roads) or Contractors registered

with other state/central Government Departments, Institutions,

undertakings and Authority for 1 (One) No. Package under CIDF

at Goalpara for 2018-19 amounting to Rs. 111.65 Lakh (Approx)

under Dudhnoi & Goalpara East Territorial Road Division.

Details may be seen at www.assamtenders.gov.in.

Amendment/Addendum to the SBD if any and further notifications

shall appear in this website from 19.05.2020 as well as in the

office of the undersigned during office hours. The Contractors

must be registered with the Electronic Tendering System (ETS)

of PWD Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in

The rate should be quoted as per Govt. Notification No.

RBPC.85/2017/25 Dated: 12.07.2018, Dispur, Guwahati-6. The

last date of submission of Tender with all enclosures including

Bid Security and Cost of Bid manually as well as online on or

before 01.06.2020 upto 14.00 hrs.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer, P.W.D.

Janasanyog/CF/458/20 (Roads) W.A.C. Goalpara.

No. GLP/R/TECH/SOPD (G)/NIT/2020-21

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
The Executive Engineer PWD, Dudhnoi –Goalpara East

Territorial Rural Road Division on behalf of Governor of Assam

invites Bids for 15 no. of schemes under SOPD(G) for the year

2019-20 in Goalpara Districts of Assam from approved & eligible

Contractors registered with APWD amounting to Rs 223.08 Lakhs

(Approx) including GST, Labour cess etc.

Details may be seen at the office of the undersigned from

05.06.2020 to 12.06.2020  during office hours. Amendment/

Addendum to the SBD, if any and further notifications shall be

available at the office of the undersigned during office hours.

The rate should be quoted as per Govt. Notification no

RBPC.85/2017/25 Dated 12.07.2018, Dispur,Guwahati-06. The

last date of submission of bids with all enclosures is on

15.06.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, PWRD Dudhnoi-Goalpara East

Janasanyog/CF/445/20 Territorial Road Division Goalpara

RE-TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF

MEDICINES/SURGICAL

CONSUMABLES & IMPLANTS
Sealed tender affixing Court Fee Stamp for Rs.10.00

(Rupees Ten) only in two bid system (Technical & financial)

are invited from the original manufacturer/ Pharmacy/Agency

for supply of medicines/surgical consumables & implants under

Atal Amrit Abhiyan (AAA) and Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan

Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) in the State Cancer

Institute (SCI), Gauhati Medical College, Guwahati-781 032.

Prospective Bidders may collect/submit Tender Document

from the Office of the Hospital Management Society, State

Cancer Institute, GMC, Guwahati-781 032 during office hours

from 28 May 2020 to 11 June 2020 against payment of

Rs.2000.00 through DD/Bankers Cheque (BC Favouring

“HMS, 200 Bedded Cancer Hospital, GMC” payable at State

Bank of India, GMCH Branch, Guwahati-781 005. Tender will

be received by the office of the undersigned till 14.00 Hours of

11 June 2020 and will be opened on the same day at 15-00

Hours. Those who have already submitted their bid vide

Tender No. SCl/GMC/Tender-AAA/43/2020/73 Dated 06

March 2020, they need not submit any more bid.

Sd/- Member Secretary, HMS,

Hospital Management Society

State Cancer Institute,

Gauhati Medical College,

Janasanyog/C/857/20 Guwahati-781 032

District : Kamrup (M)

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(The High Court of Assam, Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal

Pradesh)

(Civil Extra Ordinary Jurisdiction)

CRP (Suo Moto)/01/2019

.... Petitioner

-vs-

Bandana Kalita

.... Opposite Parties

To,

3. Sri Dilip Kr. Das

S/o Late Chandi Ram Das

R/o A.T. Road, Tokobari,

P.O.- & P.S.- Paltan Bazar, Guwahati- 781007

4. Sri Bhubaneswar Das

S/o Late Naren Das

P.O. & P.S.- Paltan Bazar, Guwahati- 781007

5. Sri Narinder Singh

S/o Sardar Bhagat Singh

P.O. & P.S.- Paltan Bazar, Guwahati- 781007

..... Respondents

Whereas, the Hon'ble Gauhati High Court has initiated the

abovementioned CRP (Suo Moto)/01/2019 against the order dated

21.12.2018 passed by the Learned Addl. District & Sessions Judge

(FTC) No. 3, Kamrup (M), Guwahati in Title Appeal No. 12/2013.

You are hereby asked to appear either personally or through

authorized pleader before this court on 08.06.2020 to act on

your behalf and show cause, if any.

If no appearance is made on your behalf on the said date

the matter shall be heard and decided ex-parte in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal of this Court on this the 22nd

day of May, 2020 at Guwahati.

By Order

Janasanyog/D/779/20 Registrar (Judl.)

No. LPE.42/2019/18

ADVERTISEMENT
In pursuance of General Administration Department, Dispur's letter No. GAG(B)259/2016/233 dtd.

21.08.2019, online application are invited through the official website of https://niyog.assam.gov.in/

lakhimpur from the candidates who are citizen of India as define in Article applications from eligible

candidates who are citizen of India as defined in articles 5 & 8 of the constitution of India for filling

up of the following sanctioned vacant post of Driver (Gr-III) in the Establishment of Deputy

Commissioner, Lakhimpur in the Pay Bands & Grade Pay with other allowances as admissible under

the rule as shown below.

Sl. No. Name of Post No. of Posts Salary

1 Driver (Gr- III) 1 (One) U.R. as per 13 Basic Pay- 14,000/- - 60,500/- Grade

point Roster Pay 5,200/- PM

Eligibility Criteria for Driver:

1. Candidates must not be less than 18 years or not more than 43 years of age on 1st January,

2020. The upper age is relaxable as per Govt. Norms for S.C., S.T & OBC candidates.

2. Educational qualification: The minimum essential qualification for the post will be:

(a) Class VIII passed.

(b) Must Possess Light Motor Vehicle Driving License issued by the Competent Authority.

(c) Minimum I (one) year driving experience.

3. How to apply:

The applications must be submitted online through https://niyog.assam.gov.in/lakhimpur. No

others forms of application will be entertained. Candidates will be required to upload scanned

copies self-certified copies of all testimonials such as Education Qualification Certificates, Age

proof Certificates, Caste Certificate, valid Employment Exchange card, Good quality of photograph,

LMV Driving License issued by recognized authority (Assam State only), Experience Certificate

etc..The candidates already in service must apply through proper channel and upload scanned

copy of NOC of the concerned department.

4. The Application will be received through online from Midnight of 26th May, 2020 to the Midnight

of 17th June, 2020.

5. Selection procedure

A written examination and Driving Test for the selection of suitable candidate whose applications

are accepted as per eligibility criteria. The written examination will be of 30 (thirty) marks and will

be of 1.00 hour duration. The syllabus for the written examination will be 10 (Ten) marks for

General Knowledge, 10 (Ten) marks for Traffic Rules and 10 (Ten) marks for Assamese Language.

The Driving test will be of 30(thirty) marks (Knowledge of driving, Road signals, Knowledge of

MV Act. etc) and will be of 30 minutes for each candidate. 20 Nos. candidates shall be selected

against the vacancy on the basis of the aggregate marks obtained in the written test to appear

in the Driving test. The final list shall be prepared on the basis of aggregate marks obtain in both

in the Witten test and Driving test. The selection will be strictly on merit basis.

6. The Date and Venue of Written examination and Driving Test will be intimated in the call letter

and also will be notified through the https://niyog.assam.gov.in/lakhimpur.

7. Candidature of candidates is provisional and the Committee has the right to accept or reject the

candidature of any candidate at any stage of recruitment after proper scrutiny of the educational

and other relevant documents.

8. No responsibility shall be taken for loss or late delivery of the application and/ or call letter by

postal department.

9. No application fees shall be paid by the candidates and canvassing directly or indirectly in any

form by the candidate shall lead to disqualification of his candidature.

10. The selected candidates for appointment shall have to give an undertaking that they will abide

by New Pension Scheme Rule of Govt. of Assam alongwith Joining Report.

11. No. TA/DA will be admissible to the candidates.

Sd/- Deputy Commissioner

Janasanyog/D/774/20 Lakhimpur

MISSING INFORMATION

The above is photograph of Miss Kunja Biswas (19 Yrs)

D/o Sri Karuna Biswas, Vill- Uttar Gejenkuchi, P.S.- Panery,

District- Udalguri who has been missing since 10.05.2020

from her home.

This refers to Panery PS GDE No. 237 Dtd. 12.05.2020

and this office Man Missing Register Entry No. 53 Dtd.

13.05.2020

Descriptive Roll of the Missing Person:

1.Complexion - Swarthy

2. Age - 19 Years

3. Built. - Medium

4. Language - Assamese &- Bengali

5. Height - 4.2 Feet

6. Wearing apparel - Churider

All efforts may be made to trace out/recover the above noted

missing person at the earliest and result thereof may be

intimated to this office at the following helpline numbers for

further necessary action: 8134852559/9859427622 (Cell

phone).

Sd/- Superintendent of Police,

Janasanyog/D/747/20 Udalguri, Assam.

Janasanyog/DF/241/20

NEW DELHI, May 26: No major side ef-

fects of Hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) have been

found in studies in India and its use should be

continued in preventive treatment for COV-

ID-19, the Indian Council of Medical Research

(ICMR) said on Tuesday.

The ICMR’s statement came against the

backdrop of the World Health Organization

(WHO) suspending the testing of the drug in

COVID-19 patients temporarily in its global

study following safety concerns.

“The COVID-19 is an evolving field and we do

not know which drug is working and which is not

working. A lot of drugs are being repurposed for

COVID-19, whether for prophylaxis or for treat-

ment of COVID-19.

“We found there were no major side effects

except for nausea, vomiting, palpitation occasion-

ally. Hence in our advisory we have recommend-

ed that it should be continued for prophylaxis as

there is no harm. Benefit may be there,” ICMR

Finish migrants’
skill-mapping in

15 days: Yogi
LUCKNOW, May 26: Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath directed officials on

Tuesday to complete the skill-

mapping of migrant labourers

in 15 days and get a survey

conducted for their adjustment

in MSMEs and industrial units.

At a meeting with senior

State officials to review the

lockdown situation, the Chief

Minister said the skill-map-

ping, which is in progress,

should be completed in 15 days

and the data should be pre-

pared, an official spokesperson

said.

He asked for all-out efforts

to increase industrial activity

and directed that a survey be

conducted in different indus-

tries, including the micro,

small and medium enterpris-

es (MSMEs), for adjusting the

labourers and workers in ac-

cordance with their skills, the

spokesperson said.

Adityanath directed for a

continuous dialogue between

the Chief Minister Helpline

and the migrant labourers and

workers, and reiterated that

his government is committed

to ensuring a safe and respect-

able return of the workers, for

which the State and Central

governments have made ar-

rangements of free travel by

trains and buses. – PTI

No major side effects of
HCQ, says ICMR

Director General Balram Bhargava said.

He said it has been “clearly advised that

HCQ should be taken with food, not on empty

stomach”.

“We also emphasized that one ECG should be

done during the treatment. We expanded use of

HCQ from healthcare workers to frontline work-

ers also, considering the potential benefits,” he

added. Bhargava was addressing a press confer-

ence on the COVID-19 situation in the country

where he mentioned that the ICMR has upscaled

the testing facilities and over one lakh persons

are being tested every day.

Lav Agarwal, Joint Secretary, Ministry of

Health, said the recovery rate for COVID-19 cas-

es in the country has seen an upwards trend.

The recovery rate in the country continues to

improve and is presently 41.61 per cent. The

COVID-19 fatality rate has reduced from 3.3 per

cent on April 15 to 2.87 per cent which is among

the lowest in the world,” he said. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 26: In-

dian Railways has ferried over

44 lakh migrant workers on

board 3,276 Shramik Special

trains since May 1, according

to official data. Of the total

trains, 2,875 have terminated,

while 401 are in transit.

On May 25, 223 Shramik

Specials ferried 2.8 lakh pas-

sengers, the railways said.

The Indian Railway Cater-

ing and Tourism Corporation

(IRCTC) has distributed over

74 lakh free meals and more

than 1 crore water bottles to

travelling migrants so far.

The top five States and Un-

ion Territories from where

maximum trains originated

3,276 Shramik trains
ferried over 44 lakh

migrants since May 1
are Gujarat (897), Maharash-

tra (590), Punjab (358), Uttar

Pradesh (232) and Delhi (200).

The top five States where

maximum trains terminated

are Uttar Pradesh (1,428), Bi-

har (1,178), Jharkhand (164),

Odisha (128) and Madhya Pra-

desh (120), the railways said.

The Shramik Special trains

are being operated primarily

on the request of States, which

want to send migrant work-

ers stranded due to the COV-

ID-19-induced lockdown to

their native places. While In-

dian Railways is bearing 85 per

cent of the total cost of run-

ning each train, the rest is be-

ing borne by the States. – PTI

Military top brass ...
(Contd from page 1)

It is learnt that the Defence Minister has already conveyed

to top military brass that there was no need for reviewing the

implementation of any of the key projects along the LAC in

Ladakh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand or in Arunachal Pradesh.

In view of the nearly 20-day standoff between the two sides,

the Indian Army has significantly ramped up its presence in

sensitive border areas in North Sikkim, Uttarakhand and Aru-

nachal Pradesh besides Ladakh to send across a message that

India will not be wilting under any aggressive military postur-

ing by China, the sources said.

The Chinese side has been particularly peeved at India lay-

ing a key road in the finger area of Pangong Tso Lake region

besides another road connecting the Darbuk-Shayok-Daulat

Beg Oldie road in Galwan Valley.

The situation in eastern Ladakh deteriorated after around

250 Chinese and Indian soldiers were engaged in a violent face-

off on the evening of May 5 which spilled over to the next day

before the two sides agreed to “disengage” following a meet-

ing at the level of local commanders. – PTI

Positive cases in State ...
(Contd from page 1)

Another set of youths who had travelled in a different train –

that too from Chennai – have also tested positive. They de-

boarded in Guwahati and had travelled to Lakhimpur in a bus

on May 22. Seventeen of 25 youths on the bus have tested

positive for the virus. The patients have been transferred from

the quarantine centre to a hospital.

“These two incidents are in our knowledge... and we are

closely examining them. We cannot say conclusively that they

were infected during the journey. We will have to wait till they

test negative. When they test negative, we will have to do a

back calculation... they were infected 10-12 days from the date

they test negative,” the minister said.

Sarma also noted with concern issues of violation of social

distancing norms at the quarantine centres which was forcing

the government to extend the quarantine period of the return-

ees at many places like Maniram Dewan Trade Centre, Sa-

rusajai Extension I, etc.

Plea to clear outstanding ...
(Contd from page 1)

In fact, many newspapers have assured the readers that the

newspaper is sanitized properly and is safe from spread of any

virus. Despite this, many newspapers face challenges in circu-

lation. Now all those who have stopped reading hard copy of

the newspapers have resorted to reading newspapers online.

“ When the newspaper circulation comes down, it will also

impact the advertising industry badly. In fact, most newspapers

have hardly half of their regular number of pages as there is not

much advertising support. That means the newspapers face

serious financial problems in bringing out their papers with

very few advertisements,” the report said.

The PHDCCI, which was established in 1905, in its report said

that in addition to the extended lockdowns adversely impacting a

large number of daily wage earners, and freelance creative tal-

ents, decreasing revenues and uncertainty around the ecosystem

for recovery from the pandemic, unfortunately also triggered a

number of layoffs and pay-cuts in the media industry.

In these circumstances, the social and charitable measures

taken by several media bodies, including broadcasters, IPRS,

Producers Guild of India and other industry bodies, are cer-

tainly a much-needed lifeboat to sustain livelihoods of compos-

ers, artistes, singers, authors, and daily wage earners in the

entertainment industry, the report added.

Going forward, the industry will need to rethink various

operational and legal aspects of the business, such as timelines,

production costs and schedules, legal commitments, etc., in

order to adjust to the ‘new normal’ being presented to the

world, the report said.

No migration of industrial ...
(Contd from page 1)

Industry Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary has directed his

department as well as the general managers of the District In-

dustry & Commerce Centres to disseminate the information of

the AtmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan financial package of Rs 3 lakh

crore for MSMEs to all the industries and industry associations.

He has also asked them to carry out the necessary handhold-

ing between the industries and the banking sector so that the

collateral-free loans being offered to the existing functioning

units as well as to the stressed (NPA) units can be availed by

the promoters.

The industries contribute 39 per cent of the state GDP in

Assam and provide direct employment to around four lakh

people and indirect employment to around 20 lakh people.

There are more than 66,000 industries in the State, out of

which, 99.9 per cent are MSMEs.

Most of the MNC industries in Assam are in the high value

consumer goods, cosmetics, and pharmaceuticals segments

where the high tax breaks nullify the cost of transportation of

the finished goods to the other parts of the country.

“As these industries took care of the workers in the crucial

part of the lockdown phase, they are now fully back in produc-

tion,” the officials said.

Assam along with other northeastern states, Jammu & Kash-

mir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand are the special category

states with reimbursement of GST and other tax breaks along

with other special incentives under the industrial policies of both

the Government of India and the respective state government.

Lockdown
anxieties take toll
on sleep cycles
NEW DELHI, May 26:

Binge-watching till dawn, play-

ing endless games, video chats

until the sun rises or simply

staring into darkness while

everyone around is in deep

slumber, wakeful nights are no

longer about once in a while

but too often for comfort.

As India navigates the ninth

week of the nationwide lock-

down that pushed millions of

people into the confines of their

homes, distress and anxiety

are on the rise, manifesting

primarily in the form of sleep

disorders.

Medical experts said the

number of consultation calls

over erratic sleep cycles have

shot up since the country went

into lockdown on March 25 to

stem the spread of COVID-19.

People are living with many

uncertainties and insecurities.

Worrying about health, job and

financial security and managing

household chores alongside of-

fice deadlines, all the while

working from home are among

the factors influencing our

sleep quality, said Gulshan Ku-

mar, a neurophysiologist at the

National Institute of Mental

Health and Neurosciences

(NIMHANS).

The Bangalore-based med-

ical institution has also seen an

increase in the number of que-

ries related to sleep issues like

insomnia since the lockdown

started, he said.

Quantifying the stress over

jobs, working from home, a

pandemic that shows no signs

of ebbing and an uncertain fu-

ture, a pan-India survey by

wakefit.co revealed that 44 per

cent of 1,500 respondents

were getting less than 6 hours

of sleep during the lockdown.

The number of people fac-

ing a sleep crisis before March

25 was significantly lower at

26 per cent, the survey by the

Bangalore-based sleep solu-

tions company added,

While many complain of in-

somnia and sleep deprivation,

there are some who are seek-

ing treatment for oversleep-

ing or hypersomnia. – PTI
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WEATHER

NORTHEAST
Forecast for NE: Rain/

thundershower is very likely

to occur at most places over

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam

and Meghalaya and at many

places over Nagaland,

Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.

Warning: Thunderstorm with

lightning is very likely to occur

at isolated places over

Arunachal Pradesh.

Thunderstorm with lightning

with gusty wind speed upto

(30-40 kmph) is very likely to

occur at isolated places over

Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,

Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.

Heavy to very heavy rain is

very likely to occur at a few

places over Assam and

Meghalaya; at isolated places

over Arunachal Pradesh with

extremely heavy falls at

isolated places over Arunachal

Pradesh, Assam and

Meghalaya. Heavy rain is very

likely to occur at isolated

places over Nagaland,

Manipur, Mizoram

and Tripura.

Temperatures

Max (°C) Min (°C)

Dibrugarh 23.4 20.8

Tezpur 25.3 22.3

Silchar 30.2 25.0

Dhubri 24.9 21.3

Jorhat 25.7 21.5

N Lakhimpur 23.1 21.0

Shillong 25.1 –

Cherrapunjee 20.7 15.3

Aizawl 27.2 19.1

Kohima 25.0 15.8

Pasighat 22.4 20.4

Itanagar 24.0 20.8

Imphal 30.1 21.2

Agartala 34.2 27.7

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad Sangma inaugurating the permanent building of the
Meghalaya Public Service Commission at Lachumier in Shillong on Tuesday. – UB Photos

Meghalaya Public Service Commission
building inaugurated

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, May 26: The

Meghalaya Public Service

Commission (MPSC) today

got its own building after

nearly 48 years of its exist-

ence. The MPSC came into

being in September, 1972.

Meghalaya Chief Minister

Conrad Sangma inaugurated

the new building at Lower

Lachumiere in the presence

of State Chief Secretary MS

Rao, MPSC Chairman LM

Sangma and other senior of-

ficials.

Sangma stressed the need

of transparency in conduct of

examinations by the Com-

mission and hoped that the

results would be announced

quickly. There have been sev-

eral allegations of nepotism

and opaque functioning

against the Commission and

its members in the past.

“Apart from transparen-

cy, conducting examinations

fast and getting results out

faster, decentralisation and

use of technology will be

critical. With decentralisa-

tion of the examination

process, the people do not

have to travel far,” the Chief

Minister said.

He also stressed the use

of modern technology like

video conferencing for the

conduct of interviews. “All

these interventions can en-

sure that the MPSC per-

forms in a much more effi-

cient manner,” Sangma said.

The Chief Minister felt

that creation of an IT cell

within the Commission

would add to its efficiency. He

said that the IT cell would

improve the overall experi-

ence of the candidates by

making the application and

communications process

seamless.

Sangma said that the new

building would ensure a new

MPSC, which is more acces-

sible and friendly. The Chief

Minister added that reforms

within the MPSC would fur-

ther enhance its efficiency.

He lauded the efforts of all

those involved in the com-

pletion of the project, and said

that the new infrastructure

would enhance the function-

ing of the MPSC and greatly

benefit job aspirants and the

people of the State.

11 more COVID-19 cases
detected in Tripura

CORRESPONDENT

AGARTALA, May 26: In a

sudden surge, 11 more per-

sons, including ten returnees

from Mumbai and a woman

from the 86th Battalion of the

BSF, today tested positive for

COVID-19. With this, the

number of active COVID-19

positive cases has risen to 109

in Tripura.

Taking to the social media,

Chief Minister Biplab Kumar

Deb tweeted, “Ten people

who had returned from

Mumbai by a special train

found Covid positive while

one female, wife of BSF ja-

wan belonging to 86 Bn BSF

was tested positive.”

So far, 30 positive cases

have been detected among

those who had returned from

Mumbai in a special train on

May 21.

Worried over the develop-

ment, the Chief Minister has

issued an instruction to con-

duct swab tests of all passen-

gers coming from outside the

State, especially from Mahar-

ashtra, a coronavirus hotspot.

Initially, the Tripura Gov-

ernment had decided to test

one out of five returnees, but

changed the strategy after

detection of 16 and four pos-

itive cases on Sunday and

Monday respectively.

A total 1,154 passengers

arrived in a special train from

Maharashtra on May 21 and

swab tests were conducted

on only 344 persons, follow-

ing the 5:1 norm. Only one

person was put under insti-

tutional quarantine, while all

the others were asked to stay

at home quarantine.

An instruction has already

been issued to the district

magistrates in this regard,

and Health workers have al-

ready started collecting

swabs of the remaining 810

persons who had travelled in

the special train.

A government official said

the decision of mass swab

tests was taken to avoid any

risk as all the returnees had

come from various hotspots

in Maharashtra.

Meanwhile, official sourc-

es said that seven special

trains have arrived in Tripu-

ra from different places of the

country so far, carrying a to-

tal of 8,280 passengers. As

many as 30 returnees from

Maharashtra and five from

Chennai have tested positive.

Three other returnees, who

had boarded a train coming

from Delhi at the New Jal-

paiguri Railway Station in

West Bengal, have also been

confirmed as COVID-19

positive.

Manipur confirms three
more positive cases

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, May 26: With

the detection of three more

COVID-19 patients, the to-

tal number of COVID-19 cas-

es in Manipur has increased

to 39. The total active cases

stand at 35, State Health offi-

cials said.

Four patients had already

been discharged from hospi-

tal earlier following their re-

covery.

Stating that three new

positive cases are from Im-

phal West district, Dr Khoi-

rom Sasheekumar Mangang,

Additional Deputy Director

and spokesperson of the

State Health Department, in

a press release, said, “Last

night, three persons (all adult

males) were found COVID-

19 positive among 323 indi-

viduals tested at the VRDL,

RIMS.”

The release added that the

samples of the individuals

were collected on May 20.

Meanwhile, 1,103 strand-

ed people of the State ar-

rived from Hyderabad and

Goa in two special trains to-

day. Later, the passengers

were transported to quaran-

tine centres after necessary

medical procedures.

With today’s count, 13

trains have arrived at Jirib-

am, Manipur’s only railway

station, 220 km west of Im-

phal, after the Government

arranged special trains in col-

laboration with the originat-

ing States and the Indian Rail-

ways since May 13.

On the other hand, after the

resumption of domestic flights

in the country from Monday,

around 311 people who were

stranded outside due to the

nationwide lockdown, arrived

at the Bir Tikendrajit Inter-

national Airport here today,

sources said. Soon after their

arrival, they were taken to no-

tified quarantine centres for

further steps.

Till today, 6,233 persons

have been tested for COV-

ID-19 in Manipur, while

2,20,438 were screened at

various entry points, accord-

ing to official reports. Alto-

gether 9,687 returnees have

been staying at community

quarantine and 3,026 at insti-

tutional quarantine. As many

as 4,150 persons have al-

ready completed their quar-

antine period.

Lockdown violators de-

tained: Manipur Police has

detained 519 persons and

seized 504 vehicles for vio-

lating lockdown norms in the

State, a senior officer said.

They were fined a sum of

Rs 70,750 on Tuesday, a

press note issued by Addi-

tional Director General of

Police (Law and Order) L

Kailun said.

Nagaland
COVID-19

tally reaches 4
CORRESPONDENT

DIMAPUR, May 26: One

more person tested positive

for COVID-19 in Kohima to-

day, taking the State’s tally

to four. All the four positive

cases were detected among

those who had returned from

Chennai in a special train on

May 22.

The other three persons

had tested posit ive on

Monday.

Another returnee from

Chennai has tested COVID-

19 positive in Kohima, Health

and Family Welfare Minister

S Pangnyu Phom said. “With

this, we have 4 active posi-

tive cases,” he tweeted. Phom

added that contact tracing has

been activated.

Meanwhile, Nagaland

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio

said he met Nagaland Bap-

tist Church Council, Anaga-

mi Public Organisation, Ko-

hima Village Council and oth-

er frontal organisations on

Tuesday with the objective

to fight COVID-19 unitedly

by sharing responsibilities.

2 missing after
landslide hits
North Sikkim
A CORRESPONDENT

GANGTOK, May 26:  A

massive landslide that oc-

curred at Myong-Kyong,

12th Mile, Bey, Upper Dzon-

gu, in North Sikkim on Sun-

day evening, swept away

three kutcha houses. Two

workers, Chandra Tamang

(67) and his wife, who were

engaged in the construction

of an SPWD bridge, have

been missing since the mud-

slip. Other neighbours man-

aged to escape the disaster.

Officials of the Dzongu

subdivisional administration,

along with the local MLA,

visited the site on Monday.

The bodies of the two miss-

ing workers have not been

traced yet. A search opera-

tion could not be immediate-

ly undertaken due to the in-

clement weather conditions.

The SDRF has been requisi-

tioned by the police for the

search operation today.

Eleven other houses were

also damaged in the landslide.

All their residents have been

evacuated. The existing sus-

pension foot bridge connecting

Bey, Sakyong and Pentong vil-

lages has also been washed

away, snapping communication.

3 family members
feared killed in

Arunachal landslide
CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR, May 26:

Three members of a family,

including two small children,

are feared to have been bur-

ied alive when a major land-

slide triggered by heavy rain-

fall, swept away their house

at Arzoo village in Dibang

Valley district.

The incident occurred  85

km away from Anini, the head-

quarters of Dibang Valley dis-

trict, on Monday evening.

Expressing deep shock and

sorrow over the loss of three

lives in the landslide, Chief

Minister Pema Khandu has

announced ex-gratia pay-

ment of Rs 4 lakh each to the

next of kin of the deceased.

The Chief Minister has

also directed the district ad-

ministrations and the Disas-

ter Management Depart-

ment to continuously moni-

tor the situation. He ap-

pealed to the people living in

flood and landslide-prone ar-

eas to shift to safer locations.

Meanwhile, giving details

of the landslide, Dibang Val-

ley DC Wayong Khimhun

said that the house of one

Rukuchu Meme, located at

the valley side of Arzoo vil-

lage on the Hunli-Anini TAH

Road, was washed away by a

major landslide last evening.

“During the incident, it is

reported that there were three

people inside the house and all

are feared buried alive,” the

DC said, adding that a detailed

report is awaited.

Those feared killed are

Leney Umbrey (28), wife of

the house owner, their son,

Ewu Meme (8), and daugh-

ter, Eshi Meme (3). At the

time of the incident, the

house owner was away at the

Punli site of the TTC, where

he is an employee.

The road leading to Arzoo

from Anini has been blocked

at many locations following

landslides due to incessant

rain since last two weeks.

Row over
quarantining

returnees
CORRESPONDENT

DIMAPUR, May 26: The

Central Nagaland Students’

Association (CNSA) and the

Dimapur District Citizens’

Forum (DDCF) today took

strong exception to the state-

ments made by the Kohima

Village Council (KVC) and the

Angamimiapfu Mechu Krotho

(AMK) that all stranded peo-

ple of Nagaland returning from

other States, be sent to their

respective districts instead of

quarantining them in Kohima.

The CNSA, the apex body

of three student organisations

of Ao, Sumi and Lotha tribes,

in a release, stated that any in-

frastructure built by the State

Government cannot be hijacked

by any individual or group.

It said Dimapur and Kohi-

ma, which have better infra-

structure and facilities, should

not object to use of these facil-

ities by “our own brothers and

sisters”.

Expressing shock over the

statements made by the KVC

and AMK, the DDCF said

these are uncalled for, amid

the pandemic crisis when all

development activities of the

State are concentrated in Ko-

hima, the State capital. What

is the use of setting up the

BSL-3 laboratory in Kohima

if people from other districts

are restricted from staying in

Kohima, the forum asked.

Stating that the Naga people

have been grateful to the resi-

dents of Kohima for generous-

ly donating land to the State

capital, the CNSA said the Naga

people at the same time have

also been tolerant towards the

excesses committed by a few

unscrupulous individuals and

groups, subjugating all other

Nagas in different forms.

The DDCF pointed out

that the people of Dimapur

have warmly welcomed

“our stranded brothers and

sisters” back home despite

having no laboratory to test

viral diseases.

Spl Budget Session
demanded in Mizoram

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, May 26: Legis-
lators of Mizoram’s largest
Opposition party, Zoram Peo-
ple’s Movement (ZPM),
have urged the State Gover-
nor to summon a special As-
sembly Budget Session to
adopt a budget reappropria-
tion Bill in view of the im-
pending coronavirus-trig-
gered financial crisis.

A meeting of the ZPM
Legislature Party, led by its
leader Lalduhoma, on Mon-
day recommended reap-
propriation of the State’s
annual budget for 2020-21
in order to avoid supple-
mentary demands for
grants at year-end.

“Due to unexpected ex-
penditures caused by the
coronavirus pandemic, it is
very likely that we will see
supplementary demands for

grants at the year-end. To
avoid such circumstances,
we need to reappropriate the
annual budget,” Lalduhoma
said.

He added that since the
State’s annual budget was
passed before the COVID-
19 crisis, priority lists need
to be reviewed. The ZPM
leader said that the Chief
Minister, who also holds the
Finance portfolio, would
present the true picture of
the State’s finances in the
special session, and later
the members could discuss
which sectors should be
given more priority than
others.

The ZPM legislators also
felt that the austerity meas-
ures adopted by the Zo-
ramthanga Cabinet, were in-
adequate to ease the finan-
cial burden inflicted on the
State Government.

8 stranded
seek help to
return home

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, May 26: Eight

teachers and students, who

are stranded in Mizoram, to-

day met Governor PS

Sreedharan Pillai, seeking his

help to arrange transporta-

tion for going home.

 These stranded persons

are residents of Arunachal

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,

Haryana, Rajasthan and Ker-

ala. They have remained

here as their earlier attempts

to go home had failed due to

suspension of flight and road

transport services.

Assuring them of all help,

the Governor said they

would have to wait a little bit

more to return home as do-

mestic flights had just re-

sumed in some sectors.

Meanwhile, Raj Bhavan

sources said four of the

stranded persons have been

allowed to stay as guests at

the Raj Bhavan since Mon-

day. The Raj Bhavan also pro-

vided lunch to the stranded

persons today.

Since the past week, the

Raj Bhavan has been provid-

ing one meal to students

stranded at the IIMC Hostel

at Ramrikawn here, every

day.

The Governor said the Mi-

zoram Raj Bhavan, like the

rest of the Raj Bhavans in

India, is open to all citizens

who need help.
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Nagaon admin denial
NAGAON, May 26: Following a news published on

Monday in some electronic as well as print media about
fleeing of some youths after drawing emergency chain of
a train near Raha, the Nagaon district administration has
denied the report and stated that no such incident has
been recorded. Speaking to this correspondent here on
Monday afternoon, Deputy Commissioner Jadav Saikia
said that the administration has looked into the matter
seriously and immediately enquired it in detail and
finally found no record of occurrence of any such incident.
However, he claimed that police were able to trace the
original source of the video of those youths and would be
able to pick up the culprits soon. – A Correspondent

Bangla national quarantined
SILCHAR, May 26: A Bangladeshi national was

arrested by Cachar Police from a place along the Indo-
Bangla international border. Additional SP (Headquarter)
Jagadish Das told The Assam Tribune on Monday that the
person identified as Md Lal Miya, a resident of Rajshahi
district of Bangladesh, was apprehended while he was
found roaming along the border in Jalalpore area under
Katigorah constituency here. “At a time when gradually
increasing cases of COVID-19 are being registered, the
arrested person was obviously put on quarantine,” he
informed. – Staff Correspondent

NH College quarantine centre
PATACHARKUCHI, May 26: As many as 97 persons

were kept under quarantine at Nirmal Haloi College,
Patacharkuchi, on Monday. Two quarantine centres
have been set up at Patacharkuchi, and one at Bajali
Teachers’ Training College. Besides, there are other
quarantine centres like in mini ITI and Bajali HS
accommodation where people are kept under quaran-
tine.  Altogether, 166 persons entered the district on
Monday.– ANN Service

Many trees uprooted
GOSSAIGAON, May 26: A massive storm lashed

Gossaigaon and nearby areas at around 6.45 pm on
Monday, uprooting many trees and electricity poles.
Surface communication was disrupted as branches of the
trees covered the roads. The Central Range of the
Kachugaon Reserve Forest has suffered massive
damage. – ANN Service

Body recovered
GORESWAR, May 26:  An unidentified body was

recovered from Dadariya river near Kaurbaha chock
under Goreswar circle in Baksa district today. Some
villagers first noticed the body and informed the
police which rushed to the spot with Circle Officer
Junti Deka and recovered the body from the spot and
sent it to district head quarter Mushalpur for post-
mortem. – ANN Service

Silchar MLA’s  donation
SILCHAR, May 26: Commemorating the 23rd death

anniversary of his mother late Ujjawala Bala Paul, Silchar
MLA Dilip Kumar Paul extended a financial assistance
Rs 1 lakh to Cachar Cancer Hospital and Research
Centre. Talking to media persons, Paul said “it is a
moment of painful recollection of our mother’s demise. I
along with my brothers Pradip Kumar Paul and Sumit
Paul have decided to mark the occasion with a humble
donation of Rs 1 lakh to the hospital on behalf of our
family and we wish that the money is utilised for  the
cause of humanity.” The legislator also informed that
recently Rs 35 lakh has been given to the hospital from
his MLA untied fund for procuring a transformer and an
ambulance. – Staff Correspondent

Containment zone
DIPHU, May 26: The West Karbi Anglong district

administration has declared Nawaibeel area as a
containment zone. The locality is bounded by Nehru
Basti on the north, river Dyang on the south, No. 3

Sankar Basti on the east and Mailoo Basti on the

west. It may be mentioned here that large portion

of Howraghat market of Karbi Anglong district was

marked as containment zone last week after the

detection of a COVID-19 positive case in the

nearby Debostan locality of Hojai district. A

COVID-19 positive patient, Munna Chouhan was

found. He is a resident of village Nawaibeel no. 2,

which comes under the jurisdiction of Kheroni

police station. – Correspondent

Quarantine at Gauripur
GAURIPUR, May 26: Altogether 2487 migrant

labourers coming from Maharashtra, Kerala, UP, Bihar
and Tamil Nadu have been quarantined at different
institutions of greater Gauripur area under Gauripur PS.
The tally is : P . Institution: 135, 1475 No. LP School:
28, Pushpa Hotel: 25, Rana Hotel: 8, Dihidarpara LP
School: 30, Matiabag LP School: 31, Panbari Sr. Madrassa:
267, Rangamati Jr. College: 71, Dumardaha High School:
299, Balajan HS School: 118, Balajan ME Madrassa: 135,
HN Seminary, Bogribari: 94, Piajbari High School: 174,
Cownbari Poysti LP School: 28, Charaldanga MV School:
101, FA Memorial High School: 62, Chapgarh HN
Academy: 235, Jawhar Navoday Bidyalaya: 161, Shyam-
charanerkuti MV School: 128, MU Madrassa HS School:
140, Geramari English ME School: 57 and Geramari High
School: 160. – Correspondent

Essential items distributed
RANGIYA,  May 26: The Rangiya district unit of the

Indian Red Cross Society distributed essential items
to needy persons and their families in different
localities here in a phased manner. Dr Khabiruddin
Ahmed, Prakash Deka, Nazrul Islam and Mridul
Sarma, besides others, visited the places in order to
reach out to the genuinely needy families and
distributed rice, dal,  mustard oil, potato, hand
sanitizer etc. Further, the Red Cross Society also
offered assistance to the differently-abled persons and
their families, including Hitesh Nath, a struggling
singer with physical disability. – Correspondent

Sanitation personnel from North Lakhimpur Municipal
Board spraying disinfectants on the Airport Road in the
town on Tuesday. – Photo: Farhana Ahmed.

CORRESPONDENT

DOOMDOOMA, May 26:

Doomdooma Press Club

(DPC) staged a protest

against the National Board for

Wildlife’s (NBWL)  recent

approval to the North East-

ern Coalfields, a unit of Coal

India Limited, for coal min-

ing in Saleki Proposed Re-

serve Forest under Dehing-

Patkai Elephant Reserve of

Lekhapani Range of Digboi

Forest Division in Tinsukia

district, besides environ-

mental clearance to Oil In-

dia Limited (OIL) by the

Union Ministry of Environ-

ment, Forest and Climate

Change for extensive drill-

ing and hydrocarbon testing

at seven locations of Dibru-

Saikhowa National Park in

Tinsukia district.

Following lockdown

guidelines, the DPC mem-

bers braved inclement

weather and formed a hu-

man chain over NH-37 in

front of the ASTC bus stand

here by holding a placard

each and raising their collec-

tive voice of protest.

PM urged to protect biodiversity of Dehing-Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary
They demanded the gov-

ernment to protect the bio-

diversity of both the forest

lands which are the abode of

thousands of rare species of

flora and fauna.

In the memorandum

which was later dashed off

to the Prime Minister

through the Circle Officer

of Doomdooma Revenue

Circle Nandita Roy Gohain,

who came to the protest

site, DPC president Arjun

Baruah and secretary Manoj

Dutta stated that the Deh-

ing-Patkai Wildlife Sanctu-

ary and the larger Dehing-

Patkai Elephant Reserve

that stretches over a vast

area of Tinsukia, Dibrugarh

and Sivasagar districts in

Upper Assam is one of the

last vestiges of the coun-

try’s rainforests.

Because of its rich biodi-

versity, this forest is often

referred to as the ‘Amazon of

the East’. But recently, the

National Board for Wildlife

(NBWL) under the Union

Ministry of Environment,

Forest and Climate Change

has granted permission to

the North Eastern Coalfields,

a unit of Coal India Limited,

to use 98.59 hectares of land

of the Saleki Proposed Re-

serve Forest under Lekhapa-

ni Range of Digboi Forest

Division in Tinsukia district

of Assam belonging to the

Dehing-Patkai Elephant Re-

serve for coal mining.

As the site allowed for coal

mining falls on the boundary

of 10 km radius from Dehing-

Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary and

thus is well within the ‘Eco

Sensitive Zone’ of the sanctu-

ary, hence any type of human

activity, including coal mining

would definitely affect the bi-

odiversity of this rainforest,

which is unique. Further, the

services they provide to man-

kind are immeasurable.

In the memorandum, it

was also stated that the Un-

ion Ministry of Environ-

ment, Forest and Climate

Change has accorded envi-

ronmental clearance to Oil

India Limited (OIL) for ex-

tension drilling and testing of

hydrocarbons at 7 locations

in Dibru-Saikhowa National

Park in Tinsukia district.

The abode of several en-

dangered species of flora

and fauna, including White

Winged Wood Duck (Deo

Hanh) and the Feral Horse,

the National Park is also

rich in biodiversity. Hence,

the drilling and testing ac-

tivities of OIL would ham-

per the biodiversity of the

National Park.

The scribes’ body there-

fore urged the PM to take

necessary steps to stop all

kinds of coal mining as well

as drilling and testing activi-

ties in these two forest lands

in order to protect their val-

uable biodiversity.

Besides the DPC mem-

bers, the Tinsukia district

committee AJYCP’s Surajit

Moran and adviser of Doom-

dooma regional committee of

All Moran Students’ Union

Joykanta Moran also took

part in the protest.

CORRESPONDENT

DOOMDOOMA, May 26: Amidst

massive protests against the Nation-

al Board for Wildlife’s recent approv-

al for coal mining in the Saleki Pro-

posed Reserve Forest under Deh-

ing-Patkai Elephant Reserve under

Digboi Forest Division in Tinsukia

district, the North Eastern Coal-

fields (NEC) has clarified its stand.

In a press release issued by the

Public Relations Officer of North

Eastern Coalfields, Margherita, the

Assam-based coal producing unit of

Coal India Limited (CIL) stated that

it is in the process of complying with

stipulations and conditions laid down

by the National Board for Wildlife

(NBWL) and Union Ministry of En-

vironment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoEF&CC) for mining coal

in Tikak Open Cast Project, falling

under Saleki Proposed Reserve For-

est of Digboi.

NEC clarifies stand on coal mining in Saleki PRF
The NEC  clarified that coal min-

ing  operations in Tikak OCP have

been suspended since October 2019

on the directive of the State Depart-

ment of Forest, and that it is await-

ing the Stage-II clearance from

MoEF&CC. Currently, production is

on hold in Tikak OCP.

Coal mining in Tikak OCP predates

Indian independence, when it was

mined by AR&T Company. Post na-

tionalisation of coal mines in 1973,

the collieries operating in Assam

were transferred to CIL for a lease

period of 30 years till April 2003. At

that time the concept of mandatory

forestry clearance prior to coal min-

ing was not in vogue. It came into

effect after notification of Forest

(Conservation) Act, 1980, the press

release added.

The forestry clearance for coal

mining was made mandatory from

then on, but coal mining project al-

ready on lease were beyond the pur-

view of the Act till the completion of

their lease as per the Supreme

Court’s judgement.

North Eastern Coalfields applied

for forestry clearance in 2003 to the

Government of Assam, as was the

norm, and subsequently another ap-

plication was made in 2012.

Following these, “In Principle Ap-

proval (Stage-I)” clearance was grant-

ed in December 2019 by MoEF&CC

with 28 conditions. One of the condi-

tion for Stage-I forest clearance was

obtaining clearance from NBWL. Fi-

nal clearance, which is Stage-II for

this project, is to be granted by

MoEF&CC after fulfilment of certain

conditions by project proponent,

North Eastern Coalfields, and only

then extraction of coal can be done.

After a meeting in April 2020, the

principle conditions were that a site-

specific mine reclamation plan in

consultation with Assam Forest De-

partment has to be submitted by

North Eastern Coalfields for what-

ever forest area has been broken up,

of around 57 hectares, out of the to-

tal 98.59 hectares.

The other condition being for the

rest of unbroken area the user Agen-

cy, North Eastern Coalfields needs

to submit feasibility report for ex-

ploring underground mining.

North Eastern Coalfields has not

yet submitted the above report for

consideration of MoEF&CC. Green

signal from NBWL and forest clear-

ance for the project is yet to be re-

ceived for starting coal mining ac-

tivity in Tikak OCP.

NEC also clarified that nearest dis-

tance of Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanc-

tuary from the project is 9.19 kms

and nearest Elephant Corridor, i.e.,

Golai-Powai is located at a distance of

more than 10 kms from the project.

NEC has significantly boosted the

local economy from Margherita to

Jagun and is also a major employ-

ment generator in the region. Of the

1,200 employees directly employed

in North Eastern Coalfields, a large

section of beneficiaries belong to

Assam. This apart, around 3,000

people are indirectly dependent on

the employment opportunities pro-

vided by coal mining of North East-

ern Coalfields.

With a turnover of Rs 405 crore

annually, North Eastern Coalfields

contributes upwards of Rs 100 crore

to the Government exchequer

through District Mineral Fund roy-

alty, besides a slew of other taxes.

This coal-producing unit of CIL

also spends close to Rs 10 crore an-

nually on Corporate Social Respon-

sibility and other welfare activities

in Assam and local peripheral areas.

NEC through its coal supplies fuels

power plants, cement and tea indus-

tries, brick kilns and a host of other

small industries in Assam, conclud-

ed the NEC press note.

OBITUARY

BK Bhattacharjee
GUWAHATI, May 26: Bal-

indra Kumar

Bhattachar-

jee, a resi-

dent of Hous-

ing area of

Beltola in the

city passed

away on May 24 afternoon.

He was 73.

A mechanical engineer by

profession, he worked at the

Namrup Petrochemicals

Limited and later at the Hin-

dustan Paper Corporation Ltd

at Jagiroad from where he

retired in September 2005.

He leaves behind his wife,

a daughter and a son.

Novel protest against Centre’s decision
to allow coal mining in Dehing Patkai

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, May 26: Two

members of Dikh, a promi-

nent socio-cultural organisa-

tion here on  Sunday lodged

an unusual protest against the

Central Government’s (Na-

tional Board of Wildlife) de-

cision to allow coal mining by

Coal India Limited in the pro-

posed Reserve Forest of

The sand sculpture at Nimatighat, in Jorhat. – Photo: Wasim
Rahman

Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanc-

tuary in Upper Assam, by

making a sand sculpture on

the bank of the Brahmaputra

at Nimatighat here.

Dikh secretary Gaurav

Borthakur said that Troilakya

Baruah and Tridip Sonowal,

both Dikh members, made a

work of art on sand by depict-

ing future damages to the en-

vironment and wildlife by al-

lowing coal mining in the De-

hing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary.

Borthakur said that mem-

bers of Dikh by maintaining

social distancing and adher-

ing to other safety norms

under COVID-19 pandemic

rules staged the protest by

holding placards and stood

nearby the two artists who

made the sand sculpture.

He said that making the

sand sculpture was an at-

tempt to create more aware-

ness among the people to-

wards the issue of granting

permission to mining at De-

hing Patkai by depicting the

adverse impact the decision

will have on the flora and fau-

na of the region, which  in all

probability will be an irrepa-

rable loss.

Borthakur hoped that this

unconventional form of pro-

test could draw attention of

the general people and also

provide moral support to na-

ture and wildlife conserva-

tionist groups in intensifying

the protest.

GUWAHATI, May 26: The

Assam Association Mumbai

(AAM) has made all efforts

to help the distressed people

from Assam who were fac-

ing enormous problems due

to COVID-19 pandemic and

the subsequent lockdown, a

press release stated.

As per the guidelines of

nodal officer, Government of

Assam, the Assam Associa-

tion Mumbai has taken up the

registration process by on-

line filling up of forms with

details of individuals compris-

ing students, patients and at-

tendants and the people from

the art, culture and the film

industry who are eagerly

waiting to leave for Assam.

Devasish Sharma, Joint

Resident Commissioner,

Government of Assam took

the initiative for arranging a

train and coordinated with

the Government of Mahar-

Assam Association
Mumbai making all
efforts to help people

ashtra and the Railway De-

partment. A train with 1400

passengers left for Dibru-

garh, Assam from Lokman-

ya Tilak Terminus, Mumbai

on May 23. The journey was

completely free of cost and

the food was also provided

by different voluntary organ-

isations to each passenger.

The Assam Association

Mumbai has expressed its

gratitude to Kumar Sanjay

Krishna, Chief Secretary, As-

sam, Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta,

Director General of Police,

Assam, AP Tiwari, Commis-

sioner of Transport, Assam,

Devasish Sharma, Joint Resi-

dent Commissioner, Govern-

ment of Assam, Mumbai, of-

ficers and employees of As-

sam Bhawan, Mumbai, Gov-

ernment of Maharashtra,

Mumbai Police and officers of

the Indian Railways, Mumbai

for their help in this regard.

Haripur Satra
facing severe
financial crisis

CORRESPONDENT

GAURIPUR, May 26:

Haripur Satra established by

Madhabdev with Harihar Ata

in the 15th century and situ-

ated along the NH-31 at

Haripur, 8 km away from As-

sam-Bengal border in Tufan-

ganj subdivision of Coochbe-

har district is presently fac-

ing severe financial crisis due

to the nationwide lockdown.

At the time of its establish-

ment, the satra had four

bighas of land but during the

period of the CPM govern-

ment in West Bengal, one

bigha was forcibly occupied

and that plot of land has not

yet been vacated. At Haripur

there are only 20 bhakat fam-

ilies but they are very poor

and therefore they cannot

help the satra run smoothly.

Akhil Sutradhar is the only

bhakat who is managing the

daily affairs of the satra.

Bhakats of the area have urged

the State government to help

the satra survive, otherwise it

might face closure in the days

to come, informs Jitendra Nath

Prodhani, president of the

Asam Satra Mahasabha.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, May 26: Altogether,

140 persons who returned from

outside Assam and were under

institutional or hotel quarantine

in Majuli, were on Monday

allowed to go home after results

of their swab tests were found

negative at Jorhat Medical College

and Hospital (JMCH).

A Majuli district administration

official told this newspaper that as

per COVID-19  pandemic Assam

protocol, the Majuli District

COVID-19 Discharge Board

under the chairmanship of the

Deputy Commissioner decided to

send them home by stamping

them and issuing necessary

documents.

The official said that all the

people who were sent home by

140 COVID-negative people under home quarantine
vehicles arranged by the district

administration have been

directed to be under home

quarantine in isolation from other

family members for the remain-

ing days of the mandatory 14-day

quarantine period of a person put

under hotel or institutional

quarantine.

The official further informed

that the administration with

support from village-level

monitoring committees constitut-

ed recently to keep a close watch

on home-quarantined persons,

will be keeping an eye to ensure

that home-quarantined people

strictly follow the rules.

“If any home-quarantined

person was found violating rules,

then the administration will lodge

FIR at respective police station

and legal action will be initiated

accordingly,” the official said.

The official further stated that

another 27 returnees of Majuli

from outside the State, who were

routed through the Zonal

Screening Centre at Kakodunga

in Jorhat and were under quaran-

tine at Kaziranga University,

were discharged on Monday by

the Jorhat District COVID-19

Discharge Board after their

results came out negative at

JMCH.

All the youths were brought to

Majuli to be sent for home

quarantine for the remaining days

of the compulsory 14-day

quarantine period.

It may be mentioned here that

only one person of Majuli island

identified as Mrinal Gogoi, who

was a returnee from Chennai,

tested positive for COVID-19 on

May 18 and is presently undergo-

ing treatment at JMCH.

The Majuli district administra-

tion following Mrinal Gogoi

testing positive on May 19,

declared the quarantine centre in

which Gogoi was kept and its

adjoining area as containment

zone.

An order passed by the Majuli

Deputy Commissioner Bikram

Kairi had stated that in view of

detection of a COVID-19 positive

person at  the Risong Family

Guest House at Garamur

Chariali, which was made a

quarantine centre, the guest

house and the adjoining area has

been declared a containment zone

in the interest of maintenance of

public hygiene and to prevent

further spread of novel

coronavirus.
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ADVERTISEMENT
Advertisement no : DW/OTG/ST/2019-20/754/Pt-X Dated : 22.06.2020. The Directorate of

WPT & BC, Assam is inviting applications from individual beneficiary belonging to ST/ OBC

communities for distribution of Semi Automatic Handloom Machine and Accessories meant for

the welfare of ST/ OBC Communities. Filled in applications as per the following format is to be

submitted from intending applicants on or before the 15.06.2020 through email/post. The email-

id for submission of application is application.directorate@gmail.co. No delay in receipt of

application due to postal delay or otherwise will be considered after the last date of submission

of applications.

APPLICATION FORM FOR SEMI- AUTOMATIC HANDLOOM MACHINE AND

ACCESSORIES FOR ST/OBC BENIFICIARIES

Name of applicant : ..........................................................................................................................

Name of Father/ Mother  : ............................................................................................................

Male / Female :  ................................. D.O.B .........................Voter Id No ..................................

Address (As per Voter Id) : .............................................................................................................

Phone No : ..................................................................................................................................

Enclosed : 1. One passport photo 2. Caste Certificate 3. Voter Id 4. Proof with regard to prior

experience in handling handloom equipments.

I declare that the statement in application is true to the best of my knowledge.

Janasanyog/D/734/20 Signature of the applicant

No. TP/CIDF/23/2020/16

SHORT e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE/INVITATION

FOR BIDS (IFB) No. TP/CIDF/002 of 2020
The undersigned invites online bid (1st re-tender) through e-Procurement system i.e. through

website www.assamtenders.gov.in from eligible Government registered APWD Class-IA Contractors

or such equivalent class of Govt. registered contractor in 2 (two) bid system for the following work

under CIDF.

Name of work Approx. Bid Cost of Period of

value of Works Security Bid document completion

(EMD) and Bid

processing fee

WIDENING OF ROAD Rs. @2% of Rs.22,300.00 15 months

WITH DRAIN FROM 12,48,29,478.00 value of

RAILWAY STATION work (1%

TO SHIVDHAM for SC/ST/OBC/

(PART-II), TINSUKIA Unemployed

UNDER CIDF. Graduate

Engineer

All other relevant information and the detailed Bid Documents may be viewed on website:

www.assamtenders.gov.in and can be downloaded from 17.00 hrs of 04.06.2020 upto 11.00 hr

of 12.06.2020. Bid is to be submitted through online on or before 11.00 hr of 16.06.2020. In no case

manual submission of bid shall be entertained.

Any bidder who participated in the bidding notified on 20.02.2020 for this work and paid the cost

of bid document & bid processing fee, he/she may opt for exemption provision at the time of Online

bid submission.

Sd/- Director

Town & Country Planning

Janasanyog/C/878/20 Dispur, Guwahati-6

No. BPE.68/2016/103

ADVERTISEMENT
In pursuance of approval accorded by Government of Assam,

General Administration Department, Dispur vide letter No

GAG (B). 273/2014/249 dtd.07.03.2019, applications are

invited in prescribed format for the post of “REVENUE

SHERISTADAR” in the amalgamated establishment of the

Deputy Commissioner, Barpeta, in the Pay Band - Rs. 22,000

– 97,000 Grade Pay - Rs. 11,500/- per month plus other

allowances as admissible as per the provisions of the Assam

Services (ROP) Rules, 2017 and under - The Assam

Ministerial District Establishment Service Rules, 1967" as

amended.

The candidate must have served at least 15 (fifteen) years in

any of the Deputy Commissioner’s establishment in Assam

and experience in different branches in General and Revenue

Branch in particular.

Applications stating age, educational qualification, present

and permanent address and experience in different branches

supported by attested copies of certificate, a copy of recent

passport size photograph along with Annual Confidential

Reports of last 5 (five) consecutive years should reach the

undersigned within 30 (thirty) days from the date of publication

of the advertisement together with a copy of Treasury Challan

of Rs. 250/- (Rupees two hundred fifty) only (Rs. 150/- in

case of SC/ST candidates) as application fees to be deposited

under Head of Accounts “0070-Other Administrative

Services-60-other services-800 other receipt”.

Application should be submitted through proper channel

with service particular, to the Deputy Commissioner, Barpeta.

Selection will be done by Government in General

Administration Department as per the Assam Ministerial

District Establishment Service Rules, 1967 and the Assam

Ministerial District Establishment Service (Amendment)

Rules. 1999.

Sd/- Deputy Commissioner.

BarpetaJanasanyog/D/791/20

No. BPE.13/1995/458

ADVERTISEMENT
In pursuance of approval accorded by the Commissioner of

Lower Assam Division. Guwahati vide letter No RR.28/2017/

209 dtd.17/04/2019, applications are invited from intending

candidates in the Standard Form of Application for filling up

the post of “HEAD ASSISTANT” for Bajali Sub-Division under

the amalgamated establishment of the Deputy Commissioner.

Barpeta in the Scale of Pay (PB-3 Rs. 22000/- - 97000/- +

Grade pay Rs. 10300/-) (revised) pm plus other allowances

as admissible as per provision of R.O.P. 2017 and under the

Assam Ministerial District Establishment Service Rule, 1967

and its amendment vide Govt. Notification No. GAG (B) 306/

2014/Pt-III/22 dated 15/10/2015.

The candidate should have worked as Supervisory Assistant

rendering not less than “2 years” of continuous service as

Supervisory Assistant in the amalgamated establishment of

the Deputy Commissioner, Barpeta provided that 1st year of

joining shall be treated as complete year irrespective of the

date and month of his/her joining during the year.

Application stating Age, Educational Qualification, Present

and Permanent Address including Experience of

Incumbency in different branches supported by attested

copies of certificates, a copy of recent passport size

photograph along with ACRs of last 5 (five) consecutive

years should reach the office of the undersigned within 30

(thirty) days from the date of publication of the advertisement

together with a copy of Treasury Challan of Rs. 250.00

(Rupees two hundred fifty) only, in case of SC/ST candidates

Rs. 150.00 (Rupees One Hundred fifty) only as application

fees to be deposited in Treasury Office under the Head of

Accounts “0070- Other Administrative Services - 60-other

services-800-other receipt”.

Application should be submitted through proper channel with

service particulars and candidates will have to appear before

an interview board at their own expenses as and when called

for. No TA/DA will be admissible for the journey.

Sd/- Deputy Commissioner.

BarpetaJanasanyog/D/788/20
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No.: ACCMS/2018/Genl.

RE-TENDER NOTICE
With respect to the earlier advertisement no. ACCMS/2018/

General dated 8th November, 2019 published in the English
Daily Newspaper The Assam Tribune on 9th November, 2019
(Janasanyog/D/6516/19), the Assam Climate Change
Management Society (ACCMS) re-invites offers from competent
agencies/individuals for undertaking scoping study for:
i. Installation of Solar Photovoltaic Systems in all the

Government Infrastructures, and
ii. Electric Driven Public Transport Systems in Majuli District of

Assam
Last date for receipt of offers is 11th June, 2020
Kindly find the details at: www.asbb.gov.in
Janasanyog/C/885/20 Sd/- (CEO- ACCMS)

NIT NO. 03 (SOPD) 2020-21

SHORT NOTICE INVITING RE-TENDER
Chief Engineer, Minor Irrigation, Assam on behalf of

Governor of Assam invites online bids for the works of ‘D.T.W.
Irrigation Scheme at Tingkhong LAC-Baghmora &
Tipomia Gaon (5 Points) under SOPD for the year 2019-
20’ amounting to Rs. 327.66 Lakh (Approx) under Dibrugarh
Division (Irrigation) Dibrugarh. Details may be seen at website
http://assamtenders.gov.in also in the office of the
undersigned during office hours from 27.05.2020 to 16.06.2020
up to 2 PM.

Sd/- Chief Engineer,

Minor Irrigation, Assam,

Janasanyog/CF/450/20 Chandmari, Guwahati-3

No.: ACCMS/2018/Genl.

NOTICE
Assam Climate Change Management Society

(ACCMS) invites online applications from eligible

candidates for the contractual post of Admin-cum-

Accounts Assistant for a period of six (6) months.

Last date for receipt of application is 11th June, 2020.

Kindly find the job details at: www.asbb.gov.in

Janasanyog/D/796/20 Sd/- (CEO- ACCMS)

No. NHM/S/DHS/Office Corres/COVID-19/2019-20/284/12214

ADVERTISEMENT
A walk-in interview for recruitment in the post of Laboratory

Technician (purely temporary) for emergency duty under

NHM, DHS, Sonitpur in designated hospitals, quarantine

centres is going to be held on 28th May 2020 from 10:00 AM

onwards in the Conference Hall, School of Nursing, KCH.

Name of the post: Laboratory Technician

Requirements are as follows:

Qualifications: Higher Secondary passed in Science

(Class-XII) with minimum 1 year Diploma in Medical

Laboratory & Technology (DMLT) from any Govt.

recognised Institute, College & University.

Age Limit : Minimum 18 years and maximum 38 years of

age.

Applicant should be citizen of India

Experienced candidates will be given preference.

Salary: Rs. 16,500/- per month including all emoluments.

Selection Procedure:

The Selection Committee will interview the candidate for

their suitability.

Initially the post shall be for a month from the date of

joining, may be extended further as per requirement.

No TA/DA will be admissible to the candidates.

List of candidates will be published on 30 May, 2020.

Important Instruction:

The candidates will have to bring original and one set of self

attested photocopies of the following:-

i. Certificate of Educational qualification.

ii. Age Proof.

iii. Residential address proof.

iv. Three copies of recent passport size photograph with

name of applicant written at the back.

v. Candidates will have to reach the venue one hour before

the start of interview.

Sd/- Deputy Commissioner cum Chairman

Janasanyog/DF/245/20 Sonitpur, Tezpur

WEF stresses urgent action plan
to deal with possible cyber attacks

Greater reliance on internet and digital ways of doing business
NEW DELHI, May 26:

With COVID-19 pandemic

having forced individuals, or-

ganisations and the global

economy to become more

reliant on the internet and

digital ways of doing business,

an urgent action plan is re-

quired to deal with possible

cyber attacks and data frauds,

a WEF study said today.

“COVID-19 is confronting

every organisation with lim-

its of its ability to learn and

change in an environment

where speed is everything

and where delaying key de-

cisions can have a dramatic

impact on business opera-

tions,” the WEF said.

With the instantaneous

shift to the digital realm, cy-

ber resilience and cyberse-

curity are no longer theoret-

ical nice-to-haves, thus mak-

ing companies and countries

painfully conscious of the fra-

gility of the critical systems

upon which they vitally de-

pend and that must be secure

and resilient, it added.

The World Economic Fo-

rum (WEF), a Geneva-based

international organisation for

public-private partnership,

said COVID-19 has accelerat-

ed the global transition to a

new reality of unprecedented

digital dependency, heightened

cyber risks and vulnerabilities.

According to the WEF’s

‘COVID-19 Risks Outlook: A

Preliminary Mapping and its

Implications’ study, cyberat-

tacks and data frauds are con-

sidered the most likely tech-

nological risks of COVID-19

for the world.

The WEF said it has de-

veloped five principles to

support business leaders re-

inforce the cyber resilience

of their organisations in an

unforeseen and instantaneous

new reality, as all leaders and

organisations have been

forced to adapt business

models faster than anyone

was prepared for, to ensure

existential survival.

To bolster cyber resilience

and secure operations, these

principles urge the leaders to

foster a culture of cyber resil-

ience; focus on protecting the

organisation’s critical assets

and services; balance risk-in-

formed decisions during the

crisis and beyond; update and

practise response and business

continuity plans as the business

transitions to the ‘new nor-

mal’; and strengthen ecosys-

tem-wide collaboration.

These principles provide a

framework for responsible de-

cision-making and action in this

crucial period to help organisa-

tions balance short-term goals

with medium- to longer-term

imperatives, the WEF said.

While these principles

might have been known be-

fore the pandemic, their rel-

evance, benefits and impera-

tives are underscored by the

new reality, its pace and

scale. – PTI

FSDC meet to discuss COVID-19
impact on economy

NEW DELHI, May 26: Fi-

nance Minister Nirmala Sith-

araman has called the meeting

of the Financial Stability and

Development Council (FSDC)

on Thursday, which among oth-

er things will discuss the im-

pact of COVID-19 on the finan-

cial sector and the economy.

This will be the first meet-

ing of the FSDC, which com-

prises RBI Governor and oth-

er financial sector regulators,

after the outbreak of the coro-

navirus. The FSDC meeting,

to be chaired by the Finance

Minister, will be held via vid-

eo-conferencing, sources said.

The meeting will take place

in the backdrop of India star-

ing at the risk of contraction in

growth during the fiscal due

to the COVID-19 crisis.

Besides the RBI Governor,

the members of the FSDC in-

clude Chairmen of the Securi-

ties and Exchange Board of In-

dia, Insurance Regulatory and

Development Authority of In-

dia and Pension Fund Regulato-

ry and Development Authority.

The senior officials of the

Finance Ministry will also  at-

tend the meeting.

The council is expected to

review various aspects asso-

ciated with the mega Rs 2- lakh

crore stimulus package an-

nounced by the government

to help the nation tide over the

economic crisis induced by the

coronavirus and subsequent

lockdown to curb its spread.

Earlier this month, the

government announced a

staggering Rs 20.97-lakh

crore economic package,

which includes Reserve

Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Giriraj Singh (C), releases a booklet on Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), at a press conference, in New Delhi on Tuesday. Minister of State for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Sanjeev Kumar Balyan (L) and Minister of State for Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises
and Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Pratap Chandra Sarangi, are also seen. – PTI

Bank’s Rs 8.01-lakh crore

worth of liquidity measures.

Various RBI measures

since February and their im-

pact on boosting economy will

also be deliberated during the

meeting, sources said.

The RBI last week said the

impact of COVID-19 is more

severe than anticipated and the

GDP growth during 2020-21

is likely to remain in the nega-

tive territory. It projected some

pick-up in growth impulses

from the second half of 2020-

21 onwards. – PTI

Hyundai reopens over 800
outlets across country

LIC launches modified
PMVVY scheme

BUSINESS REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26: PSU

insurance behemoth LIC of In-

dia today launched the Pradhan

Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana

(Modified - 2020), which was

introduced recently by the Cen-

tral government with a modi-

fied rate of pension for citi-

zens aged 60 years and above.

The scheme will be availa-

ble for sale for three financial

years, i.e., up to March 31,

2023.

LIC of India has been sole-

ly authorised to operate this

scheme, which is a non-

linked, non-participating pen-

sion scheme subsidised by the

Government of India, a state-

ment by the PSU insurer said

here today.

The scheme can be pur-

chased offline as well as online

from LIC of India at

www.licindia.in, the statement

said and added that the policy

term is of 10 years and for pol-

icies sold during the first finan-

cial year, i.e., up to March 31,

2021, the scheme will provide

an assured rate of return of 7.40

per cent per annum payable

monthly (i.e., equivalent to

7.66 per cent p.a.) for the en-

tire duration of 10 years.

The insurer further said for

the policies sold during the

next two financial years, the

applicable assured interest

rate, at which the pension

payment shall be made, will

be reviewed and decided at

the beginning of each financial

year by the Union Ministry

of Finance.

The scheme can be pur-

chased by payment of a lump

sum purchase price and the

pensioner has an option to

choose either the amount of

pension or the purchase price,

besides the option of monthly/

quarterly/half-yearly or year-

ly mode of pension, it said.

The minimum purchase

price for monthly mode is Rs

1,62,162, for quarterly mode

it is Rs 1,61,074, for half-year-

ly mode, Rs 1,59,574 and for

yearly mode it is Rs 1,56,658,

the statement said, adding

that the maximum pension

one can get under this scheme

will be Rs 9,250 per month,

Rs 27,750 per quarter, Rs

55,500 per half-year and Rs

1,11,000 per year.

On survival of the pension-

er during the policy term, pen-

sion in arrears (at the end of

each period as per mode cho-

sen by the pensioner) will be

be paid while on death of the

pensioner during the policy

term, the purchase price will

be refunded to the nominee/

legal heirs, the insurer stated.

On survival of the pensioner

to the end of the policy term,

the purchase price and final

pension instalment will be paid.

Besides, loan up to 75 per

cent of purchase price is al-

lowed after 3 policy years, the

insurer added.

MFs add 7 lakh folios in April
NEW DELHI, May 26:

The mutual fund industry has

added nearly seven lakh in-

vestor accounts in April, tak-

ing the total folio tally to 9.04

crore, amid volatility in broad-

er markets.

This is 71st consecutive

month witnessing a rise in the

numbers of folios, according to

data from the Association of

Mutual Funds in India.

Folios are numbers desig-

nated to individual investor

accounts. An investor can have

multiple folios.

According to data, the

number of folios with 44 fund

houses rose to 9,04,28,589 at

the end of April, from

8,97,46,051 at the end of

March, registering a gain of

6,82,538 folios.

This comes following an ad-

dition of over 9 lakh investor

accounts in March.

In February, the industry

added 3 lakh folios, 14 lakh foli-

os in January and in December,

the number was over 6 lakh.

The addition in folios comes

at a time when broader mar-

ket witnessed volatility amid

concerns over the impact of

the coronavirus pandemic.

In the midst of uncertainty

over the possible impact of the

lockdown due to the COVID-

19 pandemic, on the global as

well as domestic economy in-

vestors are looking at this sce-

nario as an investment oppor-

tunity, industry experts said.

They further said the addi-

tion of folios suggests investors’

understanding of the market

risks associated with the mu-

tual fund schemes. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 26:

Hyundai Motor India Ltd

(HMIL) today said 806 deal-

erships and rural sales out-

lets have resumed opera-

tions across the country in

the last few days.

The country’s second-

largest car-maker said that

863 workshops have also re-

started operations pan India.

“We have commenced op-

erations of our showrooms

and workshops in line with

the approvals granted by

Central and State authori-

ties,” HMIL Director -

Sales, Marketing and Serv-

ice, Tarun Garg said in a

statement.

The company is also re-

ceiving encouraging re-

sponses for Creta and the

newly launched version of

Verna, he added.

“We have received close

to 9,000 new car bookings

and delivered over 5,600

cars to customers across the

country in a short span of 22

days,” Garg said.

In addition, the company

workshops have serviced

more than one lakh cars

across 530 cities in the coun-

try during the same period,

he added.

Hyundai had resumed

manufacturing operations at

its Chennai-based plant on

May 8.

The company said the

showrooms and workshops

are being operated in a grad-

ed manner ensuring 100 per

cent social distancing com-

pliance.

The South Korean auto

major currently has a total

network of around 1,119

dealerships and rural sales

outlets in the country. – PTI
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LEISURE & LIFESTYLE

07:45 Pratham Xongbad

14:00 Biyolir Headline

16:00 Abelir Khabar

16:30 Superfast Prime Time100

17:00 City18

18:00 Prime Time18

19:00 Dintur Shironam

20:00 Porjyobekhyon

21:30 Aparadh Nama

22:00 North East Scan

22:30 Noixo Xironam

08:30 Devotional Music

08:45 Swachh Bharat Batori

08.50 Batori

15:00 Vigyan Prasar

15:30 Classical Music

16:00 Abelir Batori

16:05 Akholor Juti

16:30 Chiphung

17:00 Nimishote Batori

17:02 DD Kisan TV Serial in Hindi

17:30 Krishi Darshan

18:00 Dharabahik

18:30 Batori

18:45 NE News

12:00 Oggy And The

Cockroaches

15:00 Roll No. 21

16:00 Oggy And The

Cockroaches

19:00 Roll No. 21

20:00 Oggy And The Cock...

21:00 Be Cool, Scooby-Doo

22:00 Courage The Coward

23:30 The Tom & Jerry Show

12:00 Chhota Bheem

12:30 Chhota Bheem Movie -

In Rise Of Kirmada

14:00 Chhota Bheem

16:30 Grizzy And The

Lemmings

17:30 Chhota Bheem

18:00 Chhota Bheem Chapat

18:30 Chhota Bheem And

Krishna Vs Zimbara

20:00 Super Bheem

21:00 Grizzy And The Lem...

22:00 Mr. Bean

23:00 M.A.D.

23:30 Grizzy And The Lem...

LOCKHORNS

THE PHANTOM ® By Lee Falk

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

BLONDIE

Know your DAY
By JACQUELINE BIGAR

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Wednesday, May 27, 2020:

Dedicated and persistent you is driven to succeed this year, and you

triumph. In the latter part of the year, you might go far from your birthplace or

family to devote yourself to your project. Remember to take time for your

personal life. If single, you need someone on board with your professional

commitment, and that person is hard to find. If attached, you pour everything

into your relationship. CANCER loves to take care of you.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-

Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult.

ARIES (March  21-April 19)
HHHHH Today is the ideal day to take the initiative with new friends.

If you make a romantic overture, it will be met with surprising enthusi-

asm. There might be an announcement about a child by a friend or relative.

Tonight: Beam in more of what you want.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
HHH You deal successfully in real estate today. Decorating and

remodeling ideas will be a success, too. Try adding fresh flowers in

unusual old vases to dark corners or empty windowsills, and see your home

light up. Tonight: Check in on an elderly family member.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHHHH A neighbor shows unexpected generosity. A relative be-

comes a good friend. Your cheerful attitude today makes life a joy. If an

opportunity for a short journey presents itself – even around the neighborhood

– do not hesitate to accept. Tonight: Calls and emails.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHHH It is time to pursue new sources of income. The extra money

you can earn allows you to splurge. A friend gives valuable financial

advice. You will have higher energy and will be clever about using new technol-

ogy. Tonight: Review your month’s budget.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
HHHHH You become much more gregarious today. Your charisma gen-

erates support and enthusiasm. Demonstrate what you were born to do:

be a leader. Friends contact you for advice. Expect ample rewards but unexpected

revelations from any kind of research. Tonight: Exactly as you want it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
HHHH Today finds you anxious to retreat from groups of people and

all external pressures. Moments of solitude refresh and renew you.

Enjoy secrets with and about those you love. Pleasure comes from doing a

good deed or favor quietly. Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
HHHH Become active in groups and show friends you care. Your

social circle might widen, but you must make the first move. Creative

and fashionable friends make good companions. A friendship can be steered

into a more intimate bond. Tonight: Online networking.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHH There is a new direction to your career. You will attract extra

attention today, so take care to make the most of your appearance.

Good manners carry you a long way. Be aware of patterns, and keep a sense

of humor about gossip. Tonight: Relax.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.  22-Dec. 21)
HH Wanderlust and restlessness develop today. You consider a jour-

ney to a foreign land. It would be a wonderful time for travel, but just as

good now is an armchair tour of intriguing sites via travel books and videos.

Tonight: Watch a foreign movie or documentary.

CAPRICORN (Dec.  22-Jan. 19)
HHHH Past life recall and communion with the spirit world can be

vivid and meaningful today. Go slowly with contacts in the spirit world.

Stay grounded. Your skills at deduction and detection are in top form. Research

and gather data. Tonight: Write down what you experienced.

AQUARIUS (Jan.  20-Feb. 18)
HHH You solidify bonds. Other people make plans for you. Partner-

ships intensify. You will recognize the value in teamwork and enjoy

camaraderie. Be subtle when disagreeing with others in order to avoid conflict.

Even mild-mannered types might be a bit aggressive today. Tonight: Date night.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
HHH Perfect skills and enjoy your work. Pleasure and satisfaction

come from a job well done. You will experience the value of patience.

“Slow” and “thorough” are good watch words today. Be cautious with changes

in health care and your fitness routine. Tonight: Early bedtime.

H H H

Thought for the day
A proud man is seldom a grateful man, for he never

thinks he gets as much as he deserves.
– HENRY WARD BEECHER

War is a series of ___ that results in a

victory. – Georges Clemenceau (12)

Words: Agate, corps/crops, spotty, peachy.
Answer: War is a series of catastrophes

that results in a victory. – Georges

Clemenceau

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve
the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select
the letters in the shaded squares and jumble
them to get the answer for the given quip.

JUMBLED  WORDSHEALTH CAPSULES®

by Bron Smith

Health Capsules is not intended
to be of a diagnostic nature.

CROSSWORD - 6904

Across: 1 Naive, 4 Robbery, 8 Tidiest, 9 Nasal, 10 Ewe, 12

Away, 15 Bins, 16 Offish, 17 Flab, 19 Ugli, 21 Voyeur, 22

Dear, 23 Inst, 25 Sty, 28 Vodka, 29 Opening, 30 Sincere, 31

Adder.

Down: 1 Not half, 2 India, 3 Eves, 4 Rite, 5 Bone, 6 Ensu-

ing, 7 Yolks, 11 Wasted, 13 Yob, 14 Effort, 18 Aladdin, 19 Uri,

20 Integer, 22 Davis, 24 Naiad, 25 Sale, 26 Yore, 27 Veda.

SOLUTION

12:00 Deadly Instincts

13:00 Wild Families

14:00 Cave Crocs Of Gabon

15:00 Survival Of The Fittest

16:00 Animal Fight Club

17:00 Hostile Planet

18:00 Animal Mega Moves

19:00 Wild Pals

20:00 Survival Of The Fittest

21:00 The Hidden Kingdoms

Of China

22:00 Journey Into Amazonia

23:00 Dangerous Encounters

12:00 Forged In Fire

12:30 Ancient Aliens

13:30 Pawn Stars

14:00 Storage Wars

14:30 Food Tech

15:00 OMG! Yeh Mera India

16:00 Forged In Fire

16:30 Counting Cars

17:00 Storage Wars

17:30 Shipping Wars

18:00 Modern Marvels

19:00 Idiot TV

19:30 Pawn Stars

20:00 OMG! Yeh Mera India

21:00 Forged In Fire

22:00 Pawn Stars

22:30 Storage Wars

23:00 Forged In Fire

07:00 Breakfast Live
08:00 Live at 8
09:00 Good morning Assam
10:00 Assamese news
11:30 Kotha Barta (R)
12:00 Mid Day Live
13:00 Assamese Telefilm
14:30 Afternoon Prime
17:30 Guwahati Bisesh
18:00 Guwahati Live
18:30 Breaking @ 6:30
19:00 Assamesse Prime Time
20:00 Discussion Show
21:00 Super Prime Time
22:00 Live at 10
22:30 Noixo Guwahati

23:00 Noixo Batori

1700 Xopun
1730 Barala Kai
1830 Xopunor Aasutia Rang
2000 Jonaki Kareng
2030 Xopun
2100 Oi Khapla
2130 Bah Amarawati Bah
2200 Borola Kai

11:00 IPL 2015

14:30 Vivo IPL 2019 HLs

15:00 IPL 2014

18:30 Vivo IPL 2019 HLs

19:00 Journey of Champions

21:00 Cricket Connected

21:45 Bundesliga Matches Live

11:00 IPL 2015

14:30 Vivo IPL HLs

15:00 IPL 2014

18:30 Vivo IPL 2019 HLs

19:00 Journey of Champions

23:00 Cricket Connected

23:30 Hero ISL HLs

11:30 Best of Abu Dhabi T10

12:00 Retro India

13:00 Men in Blue Victorious

15:00 Modern Marvels

16:00 Retro India

17:00 Homage

17:30 Australian Open Classic

18:00 Men in Blue Victorious

19:00 Retro India

20:00 Best of Abu Dhabi T10

20:30 Nail-Biting Finishes

21:30 Homage

22:00 Men in Blue Victorious

23:00 Retro India

12:00 Asian Games 2018

12:30 WWE Raw

15:30 Formula E’s Top 10

16:00 WWE Raw

19:00 Asian Games 2018

20:00 WWE Raw

23:00 FA Cup Classics

11:00 UCL Classic Match

12:00 UFC Greatest Fight

12:30 UFC Top 10

13:00 NBA 80s

14:00 Australian Open Classic

14:30 Football Greatest

15:00 Xplosion

13:00 Yamla Pagla Deewana:

Phir Se

16:10 Tezaab

19:55 Khatarnak Khiladi 2

23:05 Krishna

10:10 White House Down
13:00 Iron Man 2
15:45 The Maze Runner
18:00 Young Detective Dee:

Rise of the Sea Dragon
20:50 Captain America: Civil

War

10:45 Iron Man 2
13:00 G-Force
14:25 Action Cuts
14:40 Pirates of the Caribbean:

The Curse of the Black
Pearl

17:10 John Wick: Chapter 3 –
Parabellum

19:10 Captain America: Civil
War

21:40 TRON: Legacy

11:40 Winter’s Tale

13:40 Mousehunt

15:10 The Island

17:25 Batman

19:30 Deep Blue Sea 2

21:00 Soldier

22:35 Mortal Kombat

12:40 Mission Impossible –

Fallout

15:10 San Andreas

17:05 Pet Sematary

18:45 Godzilla: King of the

Monsters

21:00 Saving Private Ryan

HBO

21:00  Saving Private Ryan

12:15 Manikarnika: The Queen

of Jhansi

14:55 The Return of Kaalia

17:15 Kasam Paida Karane

Wale Ki

19:45 Phir Hera Pheri

22:50 Khaaki Aur Khiladi

13:00 Dhamaal

16:00 Koyla

18:40 Dayen House 100

21:00 URI: The Surgical Strike

23:30 Time Story

12:00 Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah

Chashmah

18:30 Partners Trouble Ho Gayi

Double

19:00 Tera Kya Hoga Alia

19:30 Tenali Rama

20:00 Baalveer Returns

20:30 Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah

Chashmah

21:00 Aladdin - Naam Toh Suna

Hoga

21:30 Bhakharwadi

22:00 Maddam Sir

22:30 Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah

Chashmah

23:30 Maddam Sir

12:00 Swaragini

13:00 Udaan

14:00 Sasural Simar Ka

18:00 Kasam Tere Pyaar Ki

19:00 Swaragini

20:00 Sasural Simar Ka

22:00 Udaan

23:00 Sasural Simar Ka

12:00 Kundali Bhagya

13:00 Tujhse Hai Raabta

14:00 Kasamh Se

15:00 Choti Bahu

16:00 Pavitra Rishta

17:00 Brahmarakshas

18:00 Kumkum Bhagya

18:30 Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Lil

Champs 2017

20:00 Qubool Hai

21:00 Karrle Tu Bhi Mohabbat

22:00 Baarish

22:30 Kehne Ko Humsafar Hain

23:00 Kundali Bhagya

12:00 Bidaai

13:00 Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai

14:00 Mere Angne Mein

15:00 Diya Aur Baati Hum

16:00 Saath Nibhaana Saathiya

SOLUTION TO TRIBUNE CROSSWORD – 6904

12:15 Paisa Vasool

14:50 Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety

17:55 Dangerous Khiladi 4

20:55 Comali

11:45 Stree
14:35 Guru
16:45 The Real Jackpot
19:50 Golmaal Again
23:10 The State vs Jolly LLB 2

Across

1 Ingenuous

(5)

4 Heist (7)

8 Neatest (7)

9 Through the

nose (5)

10 Female

sheep (3)

12 Absent (4)

15 Storage

boxes (4)

16 Aloof (6)

17

Bodybuilder’s

bane (4)

19 Wrinkly fruit

(4)

21 Peeper (6)

22 Beloved (4)

23 Org. (4)

25 Pig-pen (3)

28 Russian

alcoholic drink

(5)

29 Gap (7)

30 Genuine (7)

31 Snake (5)

Down

1 Too right!

(3,4)

2 Asian country

(5)

3 Females in

general ? (4)

4 Ceremony (4)

5 Skeleton part

(4)

6 Resulting (7)

7 Yellow parts

of eggs (5)

11 Useless (6)

13 Teenage lout

(3)

14 Exertion (6)

18 Famed lamp

man ? (7)

19 Mentalist

Geller (3)

20 Whole

number (7)

22 Tennis trophy

___ Cup (5)

24 River nymph

(5)

25 An auction (4)

26 Time long

gone (4)

27 Hindu

scripture (4)

12:00 Running Wild With Bear

Grylls

13:00 Monster Fish

14:00 Primal Survivor

15:00 Snakes in The City

16:00 Running Wild With Bear

Grylls

17:00 Rescued

18:00 Brain Games

18:30 Science of Stupid

19:00 World's Most Extreme

20:00 50 Days 50 Stories

21:00 Primal Survivor

22:00 Running Wild With Bear...

23:00 Airport Security Madrid

12:00 Wildest Survival

13:00 Animals Unleashed

13:30 Animal Planet Exclusives

14:00 Just Animals

14:30 Nature's Strang

15:00 Meet The Peng

15:30 Coyote Peterson

16:00 How Do Animals Do

16:30 The Cute Ones

17:00 World's Wildest

Continents

18:00 Bizarre Beasts

19:00 Animal Planet Exclusives

20:00 Nature's Strangest

20:30 Killer Instincts

21:00 River Monsters

22:00 Coyote Peterson: Brav

22:30 Brave Wilderness

23:00 The Cute Ones

23:30 How Do Animals Do That?

17:00 Mann Ki Awaaz...Pratigya

18:00 Pyar Ka Dard Hai Meetha

Meetha Pyara Pyara

19:00 Siya Ke Ram

19:30 RadhaKrishn

20:00 Mahabharat

21:00 Maharaj Ki Jai Ho

21:30 Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata

Hai

22:00 Yeh Rishtey Hain

Pyar Ke

22:30 Yeh Hai Chahatein

23:00 Qayamat Ki Raat

13:00 Jaani Dushman -
Ek Anokhi Kahani

15:30 Khatra Khatra Khatra
16:00 Mahakali Anth Hi

Aarambh Hai
17:00 Ram Siya Ke Luv Kush
18:00 Vidya
19:00 Choti Sarrdaarni

20:00 Shakti Astitva Ke
Ehsaas Ki

21:00 Barrister Babu
22:00 Bigg Boss
23:00 Khatra Khatra Khatra

STAR GOLD

19:50  Golmaal Again

Picky eaters
P

arents and caregivers, read this carefully.

Researchers have found that not all chil-

dren grow out of being ‘picky eaters’ and

parents’ efforts to change the habit may make

it worse.

By age four, children can become estab-

lished picky eaters, according to findings

published in the journal Pediatrics.

Picky eating is common during childhood

and parents often hear that their children will

eventually ‘grow out of it.’ But there’s a silver

lining for worried parents - while fussy eaters

have a lower body mass index, most are still

in the healthy range and not underweight,

researchers said.

They may also be less likely to be over-

weight or experience obesity than peers.

“We still want parents to encourage varied

diets at young ages, but our study suggests

that they can take a less controlling approach,”

Pesch said.

The study followed 317 mother-child pairs

from low-income homes over a four-year

period.

Families reported on children’s eating

habits and mothers’ behaviours and attitudes

WB

21:00 Soldier

16:00 Impact Greatest Matches

17:00 Australian Open Classic

17:30 Immortal

18:00 NBA 80s

19:00 UFC Unleashed

20:00 UCL CLassic Match

21:00 Dream Teams

21:30 Best of UEFA Champions

22:00 UFC Unleashed

23:00 FA Cup Classics

12:30 WWE Raw

15:30 Great Centuries

16:00 WWE Raw

19:00 Retro India

20:00 WWE Raw

23:00 Retro India

about feeding when the children were four,

five, six, eight and nine.

Picky eating was stable from preschool to

school-age, indicating that any attempts to

expand food preferences may need to occur in

the toddler or preschool years to be most

effective.

The findings showed that high picky eating

was associated with lower BMIs and low

picky eating was associated with higher BMIs.

The pickiest eaters also were often

associated with increased pressure to eat and

restriction on certain types of foods.

Certain child characteristics, including sex,

birth order, and socioeconomic status, also

have been associated with persistence of picky

eating.

“We found that children who were pickier

had mothers who reported more restriction

of unhealthy foods and sweets,” Pesch said.

“These mothers of picky eaters may be

trying to shape their children’s preferences

for more palatable and selective diets to be

more healthful. But it may not always have

the desired effect,” Pesch added.

(Source: IANS)

STAR MOVIES

19:10 Captain America:

Civil War
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STATE

CORRESPONDENT

 DERGAON, May 26:

With 21 persons reported as

COVID-19 positive cases on

the same day today, the total

active cases rose to 83 in

Golaghat district. This leads

to 92 positive cases in the

district as of now.

Confirming the cases, Gola-

ghat Deputy Commissioner

Bibhash Chandra Modi said

that 21 cases were found to

be positive on Tuesday and

another 6 tested positive last

night who had returned from

outside the State during the

last 3 to 4 days.

The Deputy Commission-

er also said that a total 48 per-

sons including 25 medical staff

(6 doctors, 6 nurses, 1 Am-

A CORRESPONDENT

NAGAON, May 26: Elev-

en more swab samples col-

lected in the district have test-

ed positive for COVID-19 to-

day. Out of these 11 positive

cases, 8 persons were quar-

antined at Dhing-based Jawa-

har Navodaya Vidyalaya while

three were quarantined at

Kampur HS School since

their arrival from Tamilnadu,

Telengana and Uttar Pradesh.

Sources said that following

the confirmation of the infec-

tion, the district administration

2 test positive
in Charaideo
dist, tally at 4
ANN Service

SONARI, May 26: A one-

year-old baby and his

mother tested positive for

COVID-19 last evening in

Charaideo district. Earlier,

the husband of the woman

Bhaskar Lahon also tested

positive and was admitted at

the Assam Medical College

and Hospital’s COVID-19

ward on May 22. The trio

returned from Gurgaon

(Haryana) in a bus on May

18 last and were quaran-

tined here. The baby and

the mother were too

admitted at the Assam

Medical College and

Hospital late last night. With

the trio, the total number of

infected person in Charaideo

district has risen  to four.

In Charaideo district

altogether 541 samples were

collected and out of that 288

results were negative while

four results were positive

and results of 249 cases are

yet to come. Seventy-six

have been quarantined at

Sonari College, 33 at

Sapekhati College Girls’

Hostel, 2 at Kachumari

Multipurpose building, 19 at

Safrai Bagan Model School, 2

at Napam LP School, 50 at

Moran Girls’ College, 7 at

Abhoipur Tourist Lodge and

2 at Naphuk IB. Eighty-one

persons have been released

from institutional quarantine.

9 test positive
in Barpeta
CORRESPONDENT

BARPETA, May 26: Nine

persons were diagnosed as

COVID-19 positive here

last night. While one of

them belongs to Baksa

district, the rest 8 are

residents of Barpeta district.

 According to information

available, all of them had

returned from Gujarat on

May 20 last by bus and

were quarantined at

Bhabanipur Anchalik

College of the district. All

of them have been shifted

to Fakharuddin Ali Ahmed

Medical College Hospital

here today.

The infected persons from

Barpeta district are – Amjad

Ali, Mohidul Islam, Omar

Faruk, Amir Hamza, Ariful

Islam, Arijul Islam, Sahil

Bhuyan and Akibul Mallik.

The infected person from

Baksa district is Mahidul Ali.

Storm lashes
Rangiya
CORRESPONDENT

RANGIYA, May 26:  A

devastating storm lashed

Rangiya this afternoon

affecting many places.

Villages like Nakul, Bordol,

Dwipteswari etc., of the

locality have been severely

hit. Roofs of many houses at

Nakul were blown away

and trees were uprooted

due to the storm. Power

supply has been totally

affected. However,  no

casualty has been reported

till the filing of this report.

OBITUARY

Col (retd)
Ranjit Kr
Sharma

GUWAHATI, May 26: Col

(retired) Ranjit Kumar Shar-

ma, son of late Rajendra Nath

Sharma of Amolapatty,

Nagoan breathed his last at

the age of 71 in Manipal Hos-

pital, Bengaluru at 7.10 am

today following a brief illness.

He had a brilliant academ-

ic career and stood 2nd in

Higher Secondary examina-

tion from Nagaon Higher

Secondary School in 1967.

An alumni of Birla Institute

of Technology and Science,

Pilani, he served the Indian

Army in Signal Core in vari-

ous places of India till he re-

tired as a Colonel.

He is survived by his wife,

two daughters and a host of

relatives.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, May 26:

Nearly 8,000 people along

with their livestock have been

affected by floods in the dis-

trict. Six villages within

Chabua revenue circle have

been submerged.

Some of the worst affect-

ed villages as per govern-

ment sources are  Dodhia,

Gereki, Gereki Nepali, Rai-

dang, Rongmola and Tenga-

bari Miri Gaon. All the affect-

CORRESPONDENT

DOOMDOOMA, May 26:

Following torrential rain in the

last couple of days in the entire

Tinsukia district and neigh-

bouring Arunachal Pradesh, the

major rivers and streams of the

district are in spate.

The water levels of the

Brahmaputra and its tributar-

ies Noa-Dihing and Dibru are

rising and posing a threat to

nearby rural areas.

Surging waters of the Brah-

maputra and the Dibru en-

tered Baghjan and Dighaltar-

CORRESPONDENT

NALBARI, May 26: The

Buhradia river flowing above

danger level breached its

embankment at Purni under

Paschim Nalbari revenue cir-

cle this morning and sub-

merged more than 12 reve-

nue villages.

The floodwaters inundat-

ed residential areas, besides

destroying standing crops.

The villages which are now

under floodwaters are – Uttar

CORRESPONDENT

MANGALDAI, May 26:

The water levels of all major

rivers in Darrang district are

rising due to incessant rain-

fall across the State. Several

low-lying riverine areas of

the district have been sub-

merged by rising waters, af-

fecting normal life there.

According to a report is-

CORRESPONDENT

GOALPARA, May 26: Fol-

lowing incessant rains during

the last few days, the first

wave of floods have inundat-

ed fresh areas affecting around

1,68,196 people at 140 villag-

es under Balijana and Lakhipur

revenue circles, according to

an official bulletin.

The water levels of all the

major rivers like the Dudh-

noi, Krishnai and Jinjiram in

Lightning kills
1, injures 3

CORRESPONDENT

BARPETA, May 26: One

person was killed and three

others injured in lightning at

Shawrabhitha under the Bagh-

bar PS today. Two cows were

also killed in the same incident.

The deceased has been

identified as Fulchan Ali from

Swaravitha.

Govt partially
lifts ban on pig,

pork sale
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 26:

Noting the losses suffered by

piggery farmers, the State

government on Tuesday re-

voked the blanket ban on the

sale of pork in Assam after

experts stated that there is

no chance of African Swine

Fever infection in humans.

But the relaxation will not

be applicable in the areas

where cases of African swine

fever infection have been re-

ported so far. Inter-district

and inter-state supply of pig

and pork will also be prohib-

ited until further order across

the State.

Earlier, on April 25, the

State government had im-

posed a ban on the sale of

pig and pork as a precaution-

ary measure to contain the

disease.

Veterinary Minister Atul

Bora informed that till today

Bortamuli village in Biswa-

nath district, Pipliguri village

in Dhemaji district, Kotiari,

Bhatgash, Nitaipukhuri and

Kheluoi in Sivasagar dis-

trict, Bormukoli village in

Jorhat district and Gorchuk

area in Kamrup (Metro)

district have been identified

as epicentres of the African

Swine Fever.

The ban will also be appli-

cable in the areas where pigs

died because of African

Swine Fever-like diseases.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, May 26: AASU

activists today staged a pro-

test in front of the ONGC’s

Assam and Assam Arakan

Basin complex at Cinnamara

outskirts here against the

decision of the Union Minis-

try of Petroleum and Natural

Gas to hand over seven oil-

fields of ONGC’s Assam As-

set in Upper Assam to pri-

vate companies.

The protesters, led by

AASU State Organising Sec-

CORRESPONDENT

KAZIRANGA, May 26:

Due to heavy rainfall across

the State, the Bokakhat sub-

divisional administration has

imposed Section 144 with

sufficient restrictions for the

safety of wild animals of the

Kaziranga National Park,

which may move out from

low-lying areas of the park

towards highlands including

foothills of Karbi Anglong.

The order issued by the

Bokakhat subdivisional ad-

21 test positive in Golaghat
dist, active cases at 83

bulance driver and 12 other

staff) were brought under

home quarantine and their

samples were sent for test-

ing as they were involved in

treatment of a mentally-chal-

lenged patient at Golaghat

Civil hospital. The number of

home quarantined persons is

likely to go up since contact

tracing is still going on.

It may be mentioned here

that one Muhmad Nasim, a

mentally-challenged person

from Kachamari Merapani

was admitted at the Medi-

cine ward of Swahid Kushal

Konwar Civil Hospital

(SKKCH) on May 22. But

later after receiving his sam-

ple report as COVID-19 pos-

itive on Tuesday, a hue and

cry was witnessed in and

around the district hospital.

The Medicine ward was im-

mediately sealed and the

doctors, nurses, staff were

sent for home quarantined.

A source at the Golaghat Civil

Hospital said that the person

originally from Bihar might

have had a contact history with

COVID-19 positive cases from

Merapani on April 1.

A senior doctor at Golaghat

Civil hospital Dr Ananta Baru-

ah said that there was no

chance of any infection from

the hospital. “As all precau-

tionary measures have been

taken, so there is no chance of

hospital infection,” he said.

In addition to this, most of

the COVID-19 positive per-

sons are residents of Mera-

pani, Kachamari, Gamari and

Nalani Pathar and they had

returned from Chennai,

Mumbai etc., by train.

They were later quaran-

tined at Maheswari Bibah

Bhavan and Anajari Bibah

Bhavan, Golaghat.

The DIPRO in-charge

Papu Gogoi said that all pa-

tients were at the institution-

al quarantine centres and so

there is no chance of com-

munity transmission of the

virus. “The positive patients

are being shifted to Golaghat

Civil Hospital, designated as

COVID-19 hospital, as early

as possible,” he added.

Meanwhile, a source at the

Golaghat Civil Hospital said

that a total 120 beds are ready

for COVID-19 patients in the

hospital as on date.

Floodwaters submerge several houses at Bindhacota Mirigaon in Chabua under Dibrugarh district, on Tuesday. – UB Photos

Goalpara flood scene
remains grim

the district are rising due to

heavy rains in the area while

the Jinjiram river is flowing

above the danger mark.

A total of 28 relief camps

have been set up in these two-

revenue circles to provide

food and shelter to a total of

8941 inmates including 3095

females and 2281 children, ac-

cording to official sources.

Earlier on Sunday, the flood-

waters washed away a portion

of the Agia-Lakhipur road at

Sigri, which is around 5 km

away from Lakhipur town, snap-

ping road communications.

Meanwhile, floodwaters

have also submerged roads

and some houses in the

worst-affected areas under

Lakhipur revenue circle.

However, no casualty has

been reported so far. Relief

materials have been distrib-

uted among the affected vic-

tims and there were no com-

plaints of shortages.

11 more returnees test
positive in Nagaon

as well as district health servic-

es immediately admitted all of

them at the Swahid Bhugeswari

Phookonani Civil Hospital for

further treatment and care.

According to sources, the

newly-confirmed COVID-19

positive patients Faruk

Ahmed, Imdadul Hussain (20)

of Simaluguri and Abhijit Bora

(24) of Kampur were quaran-

tined at Kampur HS School

while Mubarak Hussain (23)

of Lahkargaon, Faridul Islam

(20) of Dhing, Mirajul Islam

(20) of Lahkargaon, Umar

Faruk (20) of Moiradhaj,

Safiqul Islam (22) of Mow-

amari, Jain Uddin (28) of

Dhakaibasti, Rashidul Haque

(23) of Dhaniabheti and

Moshidul Islam (22) of Geru-

kahi under Dhing PS were all

quarantined at Dhing Jawahar

Navodaya Vidyalaya.

Sources said that Umar

Faruk arrived from Telenga-

na on May 21 last and Rash-

idul Haque arrived from Ut-

tar Pradesh on May 23 while

the rest returned from Tamil-

nadu on May 22 last and, there-

after, they were all under  in-

stitutional quarantine.

Section 144 imposed for
safety of Kaziranga animals

ministration stated that no

vehicle will be allowed to ply

above 40 km/hr on National

Highway 37, adjacent to the

Kaziranga National Park.

It should be ensured that

no wild animals are harmed

or hurt, which may take shel-

ter on NH-37, adjacent to

the park. No person will be

allowed to move in and

around the Kaziranga Na-

tional Park with lethal weap-

on, stated the order.

The order further stated

that heavy vehicles will not

be allowed to park in front

of any dhabas or restaurants

along NH-37 adjacent to the

park, which may otherwise

obstruct safe passage of wild

animals.

P Shiva Kumar, Kaziranga

National Park cum Tiger Re-

serve director said that wa-

ter level inside the Kaziran-

ga National Park is increas-

ing due to incessant rainfall.

He said already 300 coun-

try boats are being kept on

standby for the entire Ka-

ziranga Tiger Reserve.

AASU opposes move to
hand over oilfields to pvt cos

retary Jul Khound along with

Jorhat district unit Assistant

General Secretary Bijoy

Shankar Bordoloi, President

and General Secretary of

Jorhat Regional unit  – Ar-

junmoni Bhuyan and Partha

Pratim Bora respectively –

and Executive member of

Jorhat Sub-divisional unit of

AASU Chandan Bora, staged

the demonstration by main-

taining social distancing and

other safety norms of COV-

ID-19 pandemic rules.

Holding placards, the pro-

testers shouted slogans

against the decision to allot the

oildfields to private companies.

They said that the decision

to hand over oilfields was not

in the interest of the State as

from the said oilfields, produc-

tion was going on and a good

amount of crude oil was pro-

duced. The protesters point-

ed out that a few years back

the oil giant (ONGC) had un-

dertaken rejuvenation of its

operations in Assam by in-

troducing new technologies

and upgrading infrastructure.

Nearly 8,000 people reel
under floods in Dibrugarh

ed areas are forest villages

and fall within the home gaon

panchayat (Bindhakota) of

Chief Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal.

As per official figures, about

7,897 people, approximately

5,389 big animals, 586 small

animals, around 1,200 poultry

birds and 275 hectares of cro-

pland have been affected while

one house has been damaged

in the current deluge.

The local administration has

already stationed two boats at

Dodhia for rescue, relief and

any emergency in the area.

The requirement for relief,

including animal feed, has been

received and the administra-

tion is arranging distribution

tomorrow, Dipjyoti Hatikako-

ty, district official from the As-

sam State Disaster Manage-

ment Authority, told The As-

sam Tribune.

Meanwhile, artificial flood

has inundated a few houses and

roads at Graham Bazar and

Paltan Bazar of the town here.

Major rivers in spate in Tinsukia
rang areas under Doom-

dooma LAC and inundated a

large part of Baghjan village

this morning.

If the rain continues, the en-

tire village along with the Bagh-

jan-Tinsukia Road via Guijan will

be completely submerged by

tonight. Already 6/7 dwelling

houses of Baghjan have been

inundated by floodwaters. No

relief camps have been set up

in the village so far.

On the other hand, the

surging waters of the Brah-

maputra and the Dibru also

inundated a vast area of Di-

bru-Saikhowa National Park,

posing a threat to its animals.

Overflowing water of the

Brahmaputra inundated paddy

fields at Laopati, Phulbari and

other areas under Sadiya LAC.

Meanwhile, surging waters

of the Noa-Dihing washed away

a bamboo bridge constructed

by the villagers of Tengapani

village under Hahkhati Gaon

Panchayat along the Assam-

Arunachal Pradesh border.

As a result, the communi-

cation of Tengapani village

with rest of the State has

been cut off.

Buhradia river breaches
embankment in Nalbari

Amoni, Purni, Sahpur, Nadla,

Kulbil, Borpit, Kothala, La-

khapur and a few others.

The floodwaters are also

posing a serious threat to a

wooden bridge in one of

these areas.

Deputy Commissioner

Bharat Bhusan Dev Choud-

hury visited the flood-affected

areas this morning and took

stock of the situation there.

On the other hand, flood-

waters from the Pagladia riv-

er also submerged about

1,200 hectares of ahu crop-

land at Barbhag.

Talking to this correspond-

ent, the Deputy Commission-

er said he has alerted all the

departments concerned to

keep a strict vigil on the flood

situation.

He further said the JNV

quarantine centre has been

shifted to Kumar Bhaskar Var-

ma Sanskrit and Ancient Stud-

ies University as floodwaters

from the Buhradia river has

submerged the entire area.

Floodwaters submerge several
low-lying areas in Darrang

sued by the district disaster

management authority on

Tuesday afternoon, altogeth-

er 17 villages – 16 from Dal-

gaon revenue circle and one

from Mangaldai revenue cir-

cle – have so far been hit by

floods in the district.

Nearly 850 people, more

than 5,500 livestock and

around 93 hectares of crop-

land in the district have been

affected by the current wave

of floods.

No relief camps have been

set up and no relief has been

distributed so far in the district.

Meanwhile, water levels

of all the major rivers includ-

ing the Brahmaputra are on

the rise.

However, water levels of

Noa and Saktola rivers are

falling.
Members of Lakhimpur Asomiya Yuva Manch staging a protest demanding justice for late
Sanatan Deka of Hajo, on Tuesday. – UB Photos
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Originating from Japan,

‘su do ku’ is a mind game

and a puzzle that can be

solved with proper

reasoning and logic. Fill

the grid with digits in such

a manner that every row,

every column and every

3 x 3 box accommodates

the digits 1 to 9 without

repeating any.

Solution of last problem

SU DO KU

NEW DELHI, May 26:

Former India captain Rahul

Dravid feels the ambition to

resume cricket in a bio-se-

cure environment is “unre-

alistic”, giving a thumbs

down to the concept prima-

rily floated by the England

and Wales Cricket Board.

Seeking to restart its crick-

et season after weeks of inac-

tivity owing to the COVID-

19 pandemic, the ECB re-

cently announced that it would

have in place bio-secure ven-

ues to host Pakistan and the

West Indies later this summer.

But batting great Dravid

is not convinced with the

concept.

“It is a bit unrealistic to

have things at the level, the

ECB is talking about. Obvi-

ously, the ECB is very keen

‘Playing in bio-secure
environment is unrealistic’

to conduct these series be-

cause they have had no other

cricket,” Dravid said during

a webinar conducted in sup-

port of YUVA, a non-profit or-

ganisation.

“Even if they are poten-

tially able to create a bubble

and manage it in that way, I

think it will be impossible

for everyone to do it with

the kind of calendar that we

have, with the travelling that

you do on tours and the

number of people involved,”

he added.

Not just the ECB, even

South Africa has suggested

that the scheduled tour by In-

dia can be tried out in a bio-

secure environment.

“All of us are hoping that

things will evolve with time

and get better once we have

better medication.

“In case of the bio-bubble,

you do all the testing, the

quarantine and then on day

two of the Test match, what if

one player tests positive?

What happens then? The

rules, as they stand now, will

see the Public Health Depart-

ment coming in and putting

everyone in quarantine.”

That will mean an abrupt

end to proceedings in the

Test match.

“...that ends all the expens-

es that were made to get

everyone there and create

that environment. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 26:

The ICC has “successfully

finished” cricket in the last

10 years and brought it down

to its knees, former Pakistan

pacer Shoaib Akhtar has in-

sisted in a scathing criticism

of the sport’s global body.

During a conversation with

Sanjay Manjrekar for ESPN-

cricinfo’s podcast, Akhtar ex-

pressed his anguish at some of

the playing conditions in white

ball cricket, which has made it

a game only for the batsmen.

Akhtar was sharp in his crit-

icism after Manjrekar asked

for his take on a trend that

fast bowlers are going a bit

slow in limited overs games,

especially T20s, while spin-

ners are bowling faster.

“Can I tell you something

bluntly? They (ICC) are fin-

ishing the cricket. I am openly

ICC has successfully finished
cricket in last 10 years: Akhtar

saying that in last 10 years,

ICC has successfully finished

cricket, and I would say job

well done guys. Jo socha thaa

apne woh kiya (You did what

you intended to),” Akhtar

said in his inimitable style.

Akhtar feels that the number

of bouncers per over should be

increased as there are two new

balls and only four fielders out-

side the circle for the better

part of an ODI game.

“I have been saying repeat-

edly that change bouncer rule

(one per over). You have two

new balls and four fielders out-

side. Please ask ICC whether

in last 10 years, quality of crick-

et has gone up or gone down.

Where are those Sachin ver-

sus Shoaib contests?”

Speaking about Tendulkar,

Akhtar said that he is one with

whom he never got aggressive,

as there was a lot of respect for

the world’s best batsman.

“But yes, I would try to

outthink him. Like in the

2006 tour of Pakistan, I knew

he had tennis elbow prob-

lems and he can’t hook or pull

me, so I bowled a barrage of

bouncers to keep him quiet,”

Akhtar said. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 26:

The fissures among the top

officials of the Indian Olympic

Association have come out in

the open with Secretary

General Rajeev Mehta term-

ing President Narinder Bat-

ra’s decision to dissolve the

Ethics Commission “illegal”.

Batra and Mehta have been

at loggerheads for some time

with the IOA president recent-

ly making a statement that he

will take over much of the re-

sponsibilities of the secretary.

Mehta had hit back, saying

handling of day-to-day affairs of

IOA is his job. The latest tussle

is on the issue of the term of

the Ethics Commission of the

IOA headed by retired justice

VK Gupta.

Mehta wrote to the Exec-

utive Council members, Na-

tional Sports Federations and

state Olympic bodies that the

“dissolving of the IOA Eth-

ics Commission (2017-2021)

IOA President “dissolves”
Ethics Commission

by the president vide letter

dated 19/05/2020 has been

found to be illegal and the

commission is reinstated”.

“An inquiry on the matter

is undertaken by the chairman

of the IOA Legal Commission.

Issues regarding the Com-

mission/Committees would

be discussed in the next meet-

ing of the Executive Council

of the IOA,” Mehta wrote.

The IOA Legal Commis-

sion is headed by senior vice-

president and senior advocate

RK Anand. On his part, Batra

asked the administrative staff

to put the letters for record.

Mehta claimed that the

AGM of the IOA held in De-

cember 2017 had authorised

Batra and himself to appoint/

nominate chairman/conven-

or/members of the commis-

sion and committees and he

has not given any consent to

new appointments or re-

moval. –PTI

Player suspended
after heroin arrest

COLOMBO, May 26: Sri

Lanka’s cricket board on Tues-

day suspended pace bowler

Shehan Madushanka from all

forms of the game, two days

after he was arrested alleg-

edly in possession of heroin.

The right-arm bowler

was stopped while driving

with another person in a car

on Sunday and found to have

two grams of the drug, po-

lice said.

He took a hat-trick against

Bangladesh on his One-day

International debut in Janu-

ary 2018. He also played two

T20 matches against Bangla-

desh in 2018, but has not

played an international since

due to injuries.

Sri Lanka Cricket secretary

Mohan de Silva said they sus-

pended the 25-year-old pend-

ing an internal disciplinary in-

quiry. He was remanded into

custody on Monday. – AFP

LONDON, May 26:

Bournemouth goalkeeper

Aaron Ramsdale described

finding out he had tested pos-

itive for coronavirus as “scary

and worrying”,

despite displaying

no symptoms.

The England

Under-21 interna-

tional was one of

two positive cases

from the second

round of testing

carried out by Pre-

mier League clubs

as they gear up for

a return to action next month.

“It’s definitely a shock –

I’ve not been in contact with

anybody and I’ve now got it,”

Ramsdale told The Sun.

“I’m showing no symp-

toms so the fact that a healthy

young person could poten-

tially have it is definitely scary

Ramsdale shocked by
coronavirus diagnosis

and worrying.” Ramsdale

tested negative in the first

round of testing and believes

he must have contracted the

virus while shopping.

“This last week,

I’ve done the usu-

al things like going

to the supermar-

ket and going to

the petrol station

to fill my car.

“Once you’ve

contracted the vi-

rus, it shows in

your blood.

“That was obvi-

ously not the case (after the

first test) and it’s been the

three days between the two

tests when I’ve contracted

the virus.

“I’ve been just as careful

as before on lockdown and it

seems to be a shopping trip

where I’ve caught it.” – AFP

‘Current pace
quartet can be
on top for at
least 2 years’
NEW DELHI, May 26: In-

dia’s highly successful pace

quartet will be on top of its

game in Tests for “at least two

more years” even as coaches

and selectors collectively zero

in on the next batch of potent

match-winners, feels national

bowling coach Bharath Arun.

Ishant Sharma (297 wickets

from 97 Tests), Mohammed

Shami (180 wickets from 49

Tests), Umesh Yadav (144

wickets from 46 Tests) and Jas-

prit Bumrah (68 wickets from

14 Tests) were exceptional in

home and away Test matches

during 2018 and 2019 seasons.

The next nine Tests (four

vs Australia Down Under and

five against England) could

well be the last hurrah for

this quartet as a pace unit in

red-ball cricket with only

Bumrah (26 years) being in

the early days of his career.

“The present attack has

done exceptionally well and I

don’t see any problem in

them continuing as a group for

at least two more years. If they

remain fit and strong, they can

well continue after that as a

group but yes certainly two

years at least,” Arun said.

Arun, who has overseen

the golden era of Indian fast

bowling, believes that a lot

of exciting fast bowlers are

coming through the ranks and

coaches, along with selectors,

should be identifying the next

batch in earnest.

“Yes, an exciting crop of

fast bowlers is coming

through and it will require a

joint effort of the selectors

and coaches to identify the

next batch so that there is a

healthy bench strength,”

Arun, himself a former India

medium pacer, said.

The need to identify the

bench strength is necessary

to have a solid rotational pol-

icy which increases longevi-

ty of speed merchants. – PTI

Rahul Dravid


